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NOW AVAILABLE: Required reading into the 
nature and the culture of fascist insignia, 
words and fashion, Signs of Hate is aimed 
at people who work within the community, 
in particular with young people, who may be 
otherwise unaware of the influences 
affecting the behaviour of the youngsters 
in their trust. Signs of Hate exposes the 
mythology, secret code words and other 
signs of hate that can influence young 
minds and lead into racist violence. 

“Required Reading”. 

The Times, 30 January 2004. 

£15 (inc post) to organisations. 

Not available to individuals. 

Cheques payable to Searchlight 
Information Services. 

Signs of Hate is a publication by 
Operation Wedge in partnership with the 
Association of London Government. 
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Editorial 


The report into antisemitic incidents produced by the 
Community Security Trust last month makes grim 
reading (see page 15). It would be easy - without the 
CST report - to believe that antisemitism in Britain was 
a problem of the 1930s and 1940s and that today’s 
fascists only target black and Asian people. 

The reason that attacks on Jews are eclipsed by 
attacks on other ethnic minorities is that firstly the 
Jewish community in Britain is small and secondly 
Jews are generally a less visible target than black 
people. In spite of their belief to the contrary, most 
antisemites could not readily identify a secular Jew on 
the street, especially in large cities, such as London and 
Manchester, which are the main centres of Jewish life 
in Britain. However, religious Jews who wear 
traditional clothing are often targets for abuse or 
worse, and there has been a number of attacks in 
Stamford Hill, in London, in the recent past for 
example. As the CST report shows even secular Jews 
can find themselves targeted when it becomes known 
that they are Jewish. The ferocity of the attacks, 
including four that were life threatening, must cause 
great concern. Also worrying is the fact that many 
incidents were not perpetrated by the far right but 
by people motivated by hostility to Israel. This is 
something all anti-racists need to be both aware of and 
deeply disturbed by. 

As we went to press we received news from 
Birmingham Crown Court that a 20-year-old nazi 


skinhead, Simon Johnston, has been sentenced to six- 
years' imprisonment for smashing Jewish gravestones, 
including those of Holocaust survivors, in the city's 
Witton cemetery. A total of 62 headstones were broken 
and others were posted with racist stickers in August 
last year. Johnston then went into the street 
and racially abused three black men and a child. 
A co-defendant, Carl Jones, failed to appear in court 
and there is a warrant out for his arrest. When police 
searched the flat that the two defendants shared, they 
discovered numerous fascist publications including 
Combat 18 material, Loyalist material and Holocaust 
denial leaflets. There were also a number of copies of 
Searchlight. The judge said that he had added three 
years to the sentence because of the racist element of 
the actions. 

While antisemitism was in the news London Mayor 
Ken Livingstone did himself no favours when he 
likened a Jewish reporter at the Evening Standard to a 
concentration camp guard. It’s one thing being rightly 
angered by that newspaper's anti-immigrant stand and 
the appalling record of its parent paper, the Daily Mail. 
It’s also understandable that Livingstone wants to fight 
back against the campaign against him as Mayor which 
the Standard has waged. But his tirade, recorded by the 
reporter, was not the way to do it. Livingstone's 
comments are deeply offensive. Citing his support 
for anti-racist causes is not good enough. He needs 
to apologise. 
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Anti-fascist arrested 
at Holocaust 
commemoration 


BNP asserts anti-union line 


By Steve Silver 


O ldham’s official Holocaust Memorial Day 
ceremony was disrupted when a complaint from 
the British National Party led to the arrest of one of 
the town’s leading trade unionists. 

Incredibly members of the BNP, an organisation that 
has been a major distributor of material that denies the 
Nazi genocide of the Jews, such as Holocaust News, were 
allowed to attend the ceremony on 27 January They laid 
a wreath during a speech by Reverend Donnie Meyer, a 
Christian minister. 

Martin Gleeson, secretary of Oldham Trades Council, 
later laid a wreath on behalf of the town’s trade 
unionists on top of the BNP’s flowers, so that nobody 
could see them. 

After an Oldham BNP activist complained, 
Mr Gleeson was arrested by Chief Supt Keith Bentley, 
the most senior police officer in the town. He was held 
for seven hours at Oldham police station and charged 
with criminal damage to the BNP wreath. 

On his release from custody Mr Gleeson issued a 
statement saying: “I acted because I found the BNP 
wreath hypocritical and hurtful both to myself and to 
my friends present at the ceremony. I intended only to 
obscure it from public view.” 

Mick Treacy, The ceremony at the War Memorial by the 

former BNP town centre’s parish church was led by the Mayor of 

Oldham Oldham, Councillor Abdul Jabbar, and attended by 

organiser, representatives from the Christian, Jewish, Muslim and 

lurks in the Hindu faiths. 

background Speakers urged those present to remember the six 
at last year's million men, women and children who died during the 

Oldham Holocaust and all those killed in acts of genocide since 

Holocaust then. “It was an appalling example of man’s inhumanity 

Memorial to man and it reminds us of what can happen when evil 

Day event is allowed to flourish,” said councillor Jabbar. 



Pupils from a local primary school read out poems 
they had written for a Holocaust memorial assembly. 

Not surprisingly, the BNP could not contain their 
excitement at the fact that they had got one of the town’s 
leading anti-racists arrested. They rushed an article onto 
their website, which they no doubt will live to regret, 
for despite all their protestation it showed the BNP’s true 
attitude to the Holocaust. 

The article opened: 

“After having laid a wreath at the Holocaust Memorial 
commemorations in remembrance of the 13,000 British 
service men slaughtered in the Japanese death camps, 
British families killed in the Blitz and the millions of 
British, Russian and European citizens murdered in the 
gulags of the Soviet Union the BNP representatives 
complained that Mr Gleeson had damaged a wreath that 
the BNP had themselves laid.” 

But what the BNP claimed to be commemorating 
was not what the event was about at all. This was an 
official Holocaust Memorial Day event. This is how 
Oldham Council described it, in line with government 
guidelines: 

“The ceremony will remember all those who died 
during the Holocaust and in all acts of genocide 
committed since. It will reaffirm Oldham Council’s 
commitment to opposing anti-Semitism and any form 
of racism wherever it occurs. 

“The theme of this year's commemoration - 
‘Survivors, Liberation and Rebuilding Lives’ - will look at 
the 60th anniversary of the liberation of the 
extermination and concentration camps.” 

The Oldham ceremony was one event among hundreds 
that took place across Britain. Nobody apart from the 
BNP is in any doubt of what people are commemorating 
on 27 January, the anniversary of the liberation of the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau extermination camp. 

Members of Oldham’s small Jewish community 
expressed their outrage at the way that the BNP was 
permitted to mar the solemn occasion. 

We at Searchlight have been wondering for some time 
how the BNP would square its visceral antisemitism with 
the fact that it publicly plays down its support for 
Holocaust denial nowadays. Now we have an answer, the 
BNP has created a new concept, Holocaust Memorial 
Day deniers, repudiating what the event is about. 

But it isn’t enough for the BNP to insult only one group 
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of people. No doubt reeling from the fact that trade 
unionists across Britain form the backbone of the anti¬ 
fascist movement and, thanks to a successful campaign, 
can expel prominent BNP activists from membership, 
they now argue that trade unionists - among the first to 
be incarcerated in Nazi concentration camps - should 
not be invited to attend Holocaust Memorial 
commemorations. 

For a long time the BNP have been accusing 
Searchlight of smearing them when we say they are anti¬ 
union. Readers can now judge for themselves: 

“The BNP regard the presence of the trades unions at 
these events as a provocation and an insult to the 100 
million dead of the 20th century who were slaughtered 
by Communists and their allies in the trades unions 
across the world. Trade unions should not be invited to 
these Holocaust memorial events.” 

Trade union national offices and local branches have 
sent letters to the Chief Constable of Manchester 
protesting against Mr Gleesoris arrest. International 
protests, organised by Antifa-Net, have come from 
groups in Norway, Russia, The Netherlands, Poland, 
Germany Austria, Moldova and Greece. 

A letter from Searchlight called for the “[dropping of] 
charges against Mr Gleeson before this incident 
becomes an indelible stain on community policing in 
the area”. 

■ Messages of protest at Mr Gleeson’s arrest 
can be emailed to Chief Constabie Todd: 
chief.constable@gmp.police.uk Please send 
copies to: info@oldhamtuc.org.uk. 



Affiliate to Trade Union 
Friends of Searchlight 

By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 

■ A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 

■ Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 

■ Special rates on training and educational materials. 

Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 

Union 

national/regional/branch (please specify) 

Contact name 

Position 

Address 


Postcode 

Telephone (h) (w) 

Email 

Affiliation rates per year: 

Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 members 
£75; 50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members 
£150; more than 500,000 members £200. 

Cheques payable to Searchlight 

Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG ■ Tel 020 7681 8660 

Fax 020 76818650 ■ email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com 

www.searchlightmagazine.com 

Standing up 
against fascism 

National Unions affiliated to TUFS 


■ Accord 

■ FBU 

■ PFA 

■ ANGU 

■ GMB 

■ PCS 

■ AMICUS 

■ MU 

■ T&G 

■ ASLEF 

■ NAPO 

■ TSSA 

■ AMO 

■ NATFHE 

■ UCATT 

■ BFAWU 

■ NASUWT 

■ USDAW 

■ BECTU 

■ NUM 

■ UNISON 

■ CWU 

■ RMT 

■ ATL 

■ CYWU 

■ NUT 

■ GULO 

■ Connect 

■ POA 


Make sure your branch/region/national union 
is affiliated to TUFS and actively works 
against the fascists. 

For more information e-mail 
tufs@searchlightmagazine.com 
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The Truth 
behind 

Veritas 


by Kate Taylor 

ollowing Robert Kilroy-Silk’s high-profile 
departure from the UK Independence Party 
(UKIP) at the end of January, rumours that that 
he was about to launch his own political party 
proved correct when he unveiled Veritas at the 
beginning of last month. 

Veritas - Latin for truth - sees its role as expounding 
the politics of “common sense”, which a growing section 
of the population and press feel is being ignored by 
mainstream politicians. It will posit itself against the so- 
called malignant forces of “political correctness”, the 
values of multiculturalism and the perceived problem of 
immigration and asylum. 

Veritas hopes to fill a gap in British politics that 
exists for a modern, glossy, right-wing populist party. 
Pushing forward a no nonsense approach to the 
political problems of the day, Veritas will adopt a 
hardline stance on both immigration and Europe, but 
may take a more liberal approach on other issues. 

The danger lies in its newness. Unlike the other parties 
who battle hard on these issues, Veritas will not be held 
back by its own baggage. It will not be weighed down, like 
the UKIP, by the narrowness of its scope, or by a history 
of infighting and power struggles. Nor will it suffer, as the 
British National Party has, from overt fascism displayed 
by past and present members of the party. 

Any potential success for Veritas may rest on the 
charms of its leader Kilroy-Silk. Celebrity politics has 
proved to be a mixed blessing and it is clear that the 
former daytime TV presenter has the potential to be 
both a huge asset and a massive liability. Within the 
UKIP, Roger Knapman, the party’s leader, made no 
secret of his disdain for Kilroy-Silk, finding him 
egocentric and power hungry. Upon Kilroy-Silk’s 
departure he made it clear that he would not be 
shedding any tears for the onetime Labour MP, but 
would “break open the champagne”. 

But he admitted that Kilroy-Silk had been a great 
benefit to the UKIP when he first joined. His ability to 
work the media and draw publicity towards the party 
and the cause of euroscepticism was probably the single 
biggest factor in the UKIP’s success in the European 
elections last June when it secured over two and half 
million votes and 12 MEPs. 

Following this performance, however, the UKIP began 
to split into two factions: those who supported Kilroy-Silk 
and backed him to become leader, and those who stood 
behind Knapman. It become evident that Kilroy-Silk had 


the potential to be a loose cannon. A number of 
controversial references to immigration showed that he 
was keen for the UKIP to adopt a position on contentious 
issues not solely related to the EU. But the real problem 
came when Kilroy-Silk pronounced that “the Conservative 
Party is dying ... what we have to do is kill it, and replace 
it”. This, and the decision to field UKIP candidates against 
eurosceptic Tory MPs at the next general election led to 
Paul Sykes, the UKIP’s multimillionaire backer, 
withdrawing his support from the party. 

When he left the UKIP, Kilroy-Silk accused the party of 
betraying its supporters and having no spirit, no energy 
and no vision. 

Hoping to inject into his new party the kind of 
glossiness that was lacking in the UKIP, Kilroy-Silk will 
provide the smooth fagade for Veritas. But behind the 
sheen is a political party that contains all the elements 
of hard talking right-wing populism, mixed with some 
liberal ideals giving it the appearance of moderation and 
humanitarianism. 

Veritas’s vision for Britain is a country that is 
“innovative, entrepreneurial and outward looking ... 
that is based on the concepts of justice and fairness 
... where our traditional democratic freedoms and 
values are cherished and promoted”. The elements of 
liberalism that appear in the Veritas manifesto result in 
a heavy emphasis on individual responsibility, together 
with the promise that Veritas will be straight talking and, 
in the spirit of its name, will only speak the truth 
however unpalatable. Positing itself against the 
perceived spin that drives mainstream political parties, 
“Veritas will openly and fearlessly speak up for Britain 
and the British way of life”. 

Veritas has taken a number of UKIP members with it, 
including the London Assembly member Damien 
Hockney, who made no secret of his support for Kilroy- 
Silk while he was in the UKIP. 

The day after he launched Veritas, Kilroy-Silk 
announced his intention to contest the Derbyshire seat 
of Erewash at the next general election. There had 
speculation that he would stand against Geoff Hoon, the 
Defence Secretary, in Ashfield, Notinghamshire, but 
instead it will pit himself against Labour’s Elizabeth 
Blackman who took the seat from the Conservatives in 
1997. The UKIP won 31% of the vote in Erewash in last 
June’s European elections. 

It is possible that the eurosceptic vote will be split 
between Veritas and the UKIP, benefiting the BNP. 
A more likely scenario is that Veritas will take votes from 
the BNP by tackling the same issues and presenting a 
more respectable front. It is this possibility that the BNP 
concedes to be a real threat: “we have to acknowledge 
that a big push by Kilroy-Silk’s Vanity party is likely to 
take votes from the BNP at the forthcoming General 
Election. At first sight therefore, this makes its launch a 
serious blow to our hopes for the future.” 

But typically the BNP goes on to claim that in the long 
run the situation is to its advantage and could well lead 
ultimately to BNP victory. The party cites a number of 
reasons for this conclusion. Firstly, any frank discussion 
of issues such as race and immigration advanced by 
Veritas will only serve to legitimate the agenda of the 
BNP. Secondly, any force that breaks old voting patterns 
will again be to the BNP's benefit. Another factor is 
the problems posed by Kilroy-Silk as a personality. 
In the words of Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, Kilroy-Silk 
is “a 62-year old egomaniac loner ... either a Muslim hit¬ 
man with something a bit more dangerous than a 
bucket of horse-shit, a sun-bed induced skin cancer or 



Searchlight March 2005 6 





age that no number of face lifts can hold back, is going 
to get him sooner or later”. 

There is certainly no doubting that Veritas and the 
BNP will cover similar ground and will both hope to tap 
into a section of the population that they perceive to be 
alienated by the existing political process. The common 
thread between the two groups is the emphasis on 
asylum and immigration. Already Kilroy-Silk has 
made this his leading issue, both in the Veritas 
manifesto and in comments to the press. 

Listing the concerns of the British people, Veritas 
cites the number one problem as immigration and, 
like the UKIP, links the issue inextricably with the EU. 

“We will withdraw from the EU - and control who 
comes into Britain”, Veritas promises. “Well end the 
government’s ‘open door’ policy and admit only those 
that are needed because of their skills.” 

The second concern for Veritas is asylum: “Britain is a 
soft touch for asylum-seekers ... They cost us £2 billion 
a year ... Well only take our fair share of refugees 
from UNHCR.” 

Another major concern is “The British way of life”: 

“The British people are fed up with being made to 
feel ashamed of our history, tradition and culture. 

They dislike multiculturalism ... We will stop this 
nonsense ... We will fearlessly and openly speak up for 
the British people of whatever ethnic background, 
colour or creed, and defend the British way of life.” 

Other issues listed are crime and anti-social 
behaviour, pensions, tax, drugs and drink, and Europe. 

And it is to Europe that Kilroy-Silk will be looking in 
order to mould and shape his party. The respectability 
that is accorded to right-wing populist parties on the 
continent and the shiny image that they present is 
something Veritas will seek to emulate. Just as the late 
Pirn Fortuyn’s party, the List Pirn Fortuyn, was tough on 
immigration but liberal on some other issues, such as 
women and homosexuality, Kilroy-Silk pushes a liberal 
and moderate stance on certain things, making it 
difficult to describe Veritas as extremist in the way that 
one can pin this label on the BNP. 

Kilroy-Silk, for instance, said that he was incensed 
when a UKIP colleague made derogatory comments 
about women in the European Parliament. And he also 
claimed he found it disgraceful that the UKIP was a 
member of the same eurosceptic group in Brussels as 
the far-right League of Polish Families. 

Whatever the future for Veritas, we need to take the 
threat seriously. In the long term, it could well prove to 
be a flash in the pan. But the forces that underpin its 
creation are anything but. There exists a void in the 
political landscape that newer parties are seeking to fill. 

“There is a magic mood out there for change, for a 
new style of politics, for a totally different approach”, 
remarked Kilroy-Silk. Certainly there is a worldview 
represented that we need to take seriously, regardless of 
whether we take Veritas itself seriously. That worldview, 
which argues that Britishness is an ideal that must be 
protected and possesses a sense of nostalgia for a 
mythical past, is linked inextricably with a stance that is 
opposed to immigration, multiculturalism and “political 
correctness”. It is a view promoted not only by Veritas 
but by sections of the press, most notably the Daily 
Mail, which is read by millions of people each day. 

These views come to be seen as common sense, while 
anything that challenges them is seen as “wishy-washy” Kilroy Silk 
nonsense. This is why we need to take the formation of photo: Mark 
Veritas seriously and address rather than ignore the Pinder/report 
social forces and concerns that formed it. digital 
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BNP news 


Scottish students turn BNP leader away 


By Steve Silver 

THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY thought that it had 
finally won a toehold in Scotland when the students’ 
union debating society of the University of St Andrews 
invited its leader Nick Griffin to speak last month. 

The meeting was to have discussed the motion: 
“This house believes that the multicultural experiment 
has failed”. Its proposer was Peter Blair, 21, the debating 
society’s president. 

But anti-racist organisations refused to share a 
platform with a fascist and issued letters of protest 
calling for the withdrawal of the invitation to the 
BNP leader. 

At first the debating society refused to back down even 
though anti-racists pointed out that the invitation was 
causing widespread offence. “The society’s position is 
that we will allow people to say what they wish, as long 
as it is within the law,” Mr Blair said. “We believe the 
debating society is the place to debate these things. 
We all believe these things shouldn’t be left for someone 
to say without being challenged.” 

The university authorities stood back from the 
embarrassing affair, making a statement that they 
supported “equal opportunities” while at the same 
time lacking the mettle to carry that through into 
meaningful action. 

Protests to the debating society, students’ association 
and the university urging them to reconsider the Griffin 
invitation came from the Scottish TUC, National Union 
of Students, Union of Jewish Students, UNISON and 
numerous anti-racists from across Scotland as it quickly 
became clear that internal pressure alone was not going 
to resolve the problem. 


Positive Action in Housing was one organisation that 
took a lead in calling for protests. Its director, Robina 
Qureshi, said: “Let’s never forget, the BNP is a party of 
fascism and xenophobia. Free speech is one thing, 
but preaching hatred is another. They do not deserve 
any public platform while they would deny freedom of 
speech to others and are instigating the suffering of the 
people, minorities and refugee communities, who we 
are called upon to assist every day. 

“We call on students at St Andrews University to show 
solidarity with the victims of racism and reject the 
message of fascism by insisting on the withdrawal of the 
invitation to Griffin and his storm troopers.” 

For a few days the debating society stood firm. 
Then, shocked at the level of protest that was still building, 
it performed a volte-face announcing that Griffin was no 
longer invited “due to serious security concerns involving 
the personal safety of the student body”. 

Scott Mclean, the BNP’s vice chairman, is a former 
student at St Andrews and the BNP has targeted the 
university before. In 1984 it distributed Holocaust denial 
leaflets in the library. 

The fact that Griffin’s invitation was withdrawn 
represented a great victory for Scottish anti-racists. 
However, in place of the original debate, the debating 
society went on to discuss a new motion: “This House 
believes that ‘no platform’ policies endanger freedom of 
speech and student welfare”. Put to the vote the motion 
was upheld with 119 votes in favour and 19 against. 
It appears that in spite of everything the debating 
society at this prestigious university, like the Bourbons, 
had learnt nothing and forgotten nothing. 


Wakefield BNP boss in court 

By Kirklees Unity 

CLUELESS WAKEFIELD BNP organiser John Aveyard has added to 
the long list of convictions collected by BNP members in Yorkshire. 
The BNP prospective parliamentary candidate received a hefty fine 
for failing to keep and maintain proper records at his Wakefield- 
based taxi firm. 

John “The Bible” Aveyard, who runs 008 Central taxis, was 
sentenced at Wakefield Magistrates’ Court in January after 
admitting the offence at an earlier appearance. 

Council enforcement officers explained that they had carried out 
checks on one of Aveyard’s drivers who had failed to renew his 
private hire driver’s licence. During the inspection they discovered 
that Aveyard had failed to keep an adequate record of the jobs done 
by his drivers, which is a condition of his private hire licence. 

Magistrate Alan Gibson told the nervous looking Aveyard, 
“In Wakefield more than most places the safety of the public is 
the main thing.” 

Safety of taxis became an issue in Wakefield after the death of 
Stephanie Hammill in 2003. Ms Hammill was abducted after getting 
into a car that she and her fiance thought was a taxi. The car sped 
away before her fiance could get in and her body was later found in 
the road. The kidnapper is still at large. 



Shamed Wakefield 
BNP organiser John 
Aveyard with his 
ever present Bible 
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Sacked BNP councillor 
loses appeal 


By Steve Silver 


A British National Party councillor 
sacked for being a member of 
the nazi party has lost his appeal 
to an employment tribunal. 

Arthur Redfearn was dismissed 
from his job with West Yorkshire 
Transport Services (WYTS), a 
subsidiary of Serco Group pic, in June 
2004 after the company discovered 
he was standing for election to 
Bradford City Council as a BNP 
candidate. 

Redfearn claimed racial discrimina¬ 
tion under the Race Relations Act 
because he could not claim unfair 
dismissal as he had been in his job for 
less than a year, the minimum period 
of employment for unfair dismissal claims. 

Serco argued that Redfearn’s BNP membership 
posed a risk to users of the service. “We are responsible 
for people who are vulnerable and who have special 
needs on a daily basis," said Geoffrey Binnington, 
managing director of WYTS. “If someone approached 
Mr Redfearn because of his associations it could pose a 
risk to these people." 

He added that Redfearn’s presence and potential 
disruption could damage the reputation of WYTS 
and potentially place at risk its contract with Bradford 
Council. 

The tribunal upheld Serco’s decision to sack Redfearn 
on health and safety grounds because the company 
feared that its buses, which carry disabled children and 
adults, could be attacked when the association with a 
BNP activist became widely known. 

In a statement, John Whitefoot, Head of Employment 
Relations at Serco, said: “We welcome today's decision. 
It was important for Serco to bring this action, because 
we reasonably believed that the presence of an active 
member of the BNP in a sensitive post posed an 
unacceptable risk to health and safety." 

UNISON, which had written to Bradford Council's 
Chief Executive Philip Robinson and Serco expressing 
its grave concerns about Mr Redfearn, welcomed the 
tribunal’s finding. Dave Prentis, General Secretary of 


UNISON, said: “I am delighted by the 
employment tribunal's decision. 
UNISON represents 1.3 million 
members working to provide public 
services equally and fairly to 
everyone and they don’t want the 
poison of BNP racism spreading. 

“Our members found his racist 
views in the workplace intolerable 
and it is completely unacceptable for 
a BNP member to be employed 
providing a public service. Bradford 
is a multicultural community and 
there is no doubt that as an active 
member of the BNP the public would 
be put at risk if he had been allowed 
to stay in his job." 

February seems to be when the BNP finally dropped 
all pretence at being pro-union (see also the article 
on Oldham on page 4). An article by “legal eagle" 
Lee Barnes on the party’s website called for UNISON to 
be “struck off". 

“Once again we see the actions of a trade union 
in organising a campaign against an individual on 
the grounds of his political beliefs. Even though 
Arthur was an elected politician in the area the UNISON 
trade union unilaterally decided to try and impose 
indirect pressure on the company he worked for in order 
to get him the sack. This is a blatant misuse of a union’s 
right to operate and we will be writing to the Trade 
Union Certification Officer to ask that UNSION as 
an [sic] trade union be struck off from the list of trade 
unions for breaking the terms of their right to operate 
as an [sic] union." 

The tribunal did, however, acknowledge that Redfearn 
may have suffered “indirect" discrimination by the 
company’s policy of not employing members of the BNP 
because a condition of party membership is that 
members must be white. The BNP believes this has set 
an important precedent and intends to cite it in any 
future cases. Of course an appeal tribunal or court may 
well find this observation legally flawed. 

Redfearn claims to be training to be a painter and 
decorator and is reported to be considering an appeal. 



STOP THE 

BNBJ 


•com 


the fight 

continues... 

www ^stopthebnpocom 
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BNP news 


BNP councillor assaulted wife 

A BURNLEY British National Party councillor who assaulted his 
wife and a policeman has been called upon to resign. 

Brian Turner, councillor for Cliviger with Worsthorne, pleaded 
guilty to both charges at Burnley Magistrates’ Court last month. 
A third charge of criminal damage was dropped. 

Councillor Gordon Birtwistle, leader of the Liberal Democrat 
group on Burnley Borough Council, has demanded he resign 
immediately. “I’m horrified that anybody, no matter whether 
they are a councillor or not, would assault their wife,” he said. 

“Anybody involved in assault, no matter what the 
circumstances, is not fit and proper to be a public servant.” 

Turner, 42, was arrested on 5 February when police were called 
to his home in St Cuthbert Street after a domestic incident. 

The self employed painter and decorator was elected as a 
councillor in May 2003. The BNP has taken no action against him 
over the incident. 

David Jones, a BNP spokesman for the North West, said 
the party would wait until Councillor Turner is sentenced on 
7 March before deciding if disciplinary action will be taken. 

“The BNP is coming under such pressure that we are reluctant 
to take action against any of our members purely because they 
fall foul of the establishment,” he said. 

“We are not in the business of persecuting our members 
because the state considers someone guilty,” he continued, 
ignoring the nature of the crime and Turner’s guilty plea. 


Yorkshire pub boss scraps 
BNP meeting 

WHILE THE REST of Britain was talking about new 
licensing laws that allow 24-hour opening, the British 
National Party in South Yorkshire found that they were 
one group of clients who were not welcome at the pub. 

The BNP planned to hold a provocative pre-general 
election meeting in a room at the Atlas Hotel public 
house in Brinsworth, South Yorkshire, in March. 

Realising the potential for trouble, pub manager 
Pauline Williams cancelled the meeting, believing it 
could spark trouble. Brinsworth is an area with a 
sizeable Asian population. 

Ms Williams told a local newspaper that she 
had received no threats but some customers had 
warned her that it might not be a good idea to host 
the nazi party. 

“We have a few nice elderly Asian people in here 
who sit quietly having a drink of lemonade or orange, 
so I don’t want to upset them or any of the other 
customers,” said Ms Williams. 

“A few people have told me it’s a bad idea and will 
leave the pub open to a lot of trouble, so I have 
decided to scrap the BNP meeting. I don’t want to 
upset anyone.” 

Marlene Guest, one of the BNP candidates, 
complained saying: “We are very upset about this and 
will have to try to find somewhere else to hold the 
meeting. It is a free country and I can’t see what 
the problem is.” 

Ms Guest seems blissfully unaware of the irony that 
it is precisely because it is a free country that a 
person can say they don’t want a ragbag of fascists in 
their meeting room. 


BNP not welcome in Wales 

THERE WAS NO welcome in the hillside or the vale last 
month for the BNP when Wales on Sunday ran an excellent 
article exposing the organisation’s bluff and bluster. 

Headed “Why no-one wants an invitation to this party” 
the article tore apart the fascists’ claim to have only just 
begun work in Wales, when time and again over the past 10 
years they have attempted and failed to build a base there. 

The reporter, Greg Lewis, wrote: “Each time a National 
Assembly, Euro or Westminster election approaches, it 
claims ‘this is it, the party is gaining a foothold. And every 
time the result in Wales for party workers is the same. 
They’d be wiser sticking their deposit on an old nag 
at Catterick’.” 

Mr Lewis related a conversation with the paranoid 
“Dr Phil Edwards’’ (real name Stuart Russell) in which 
Russell asked him if he was from “MI5” after the journalist 
questioned whether it was time to for the BNP to give up 
on Wales. 

Initially full of bravado, Russell was forced to concede 
that in spite of heavy campaigning in Wales, the BNP had 
got nowhere: “... Welsh people don't seem to have seen 
the light, maybe they like asylum seekers taking their 
services and council homes”, he complained. 

After exposing what he described as “their crackpot 
claims”, Mr Lewis wrote: “it will ensure they remain a 
political movement which could hold its annual conference 
in a telephone box on the promenade in Llandudno”. 

Most telling of all is that the BNR in spite of all the talk 
of “modernisation” and “mainstreaming”, just can’t leave it 
alone. The Holocaust that is. Russsell complained about 
the “BBC’s jamboree about Auschwitz” referring to the 
recent BBC2 series marking the Holocaust and 60th 
anniversary of the liberation of the extermination camp. 

Mr Lewis concluded, “I was surprised that so upset him, 
after all he had been telling me how much he hated 
journalists ‘evoking Hitler’ in BNP articles”. 


BNP defector fails for NF 


A FORMER BNP candidate fared even worse when he 
stood for the tiny National Front in a council by-election 
on 17 February. Peter Shaw, who left the BNP after a split 
in west London, together with Ian Edward, one of the 
BNP’s best local organisers, came fourth in Cavendish 
ward in the west London borough of Hillingdon with 
just 6% of the poll. 

On the eve of this defeat Terry Blackham, the NF boss, 
announced that he will fight Peterborough for the NF in 
the general election. Blackham has little to commend 
him to voters, being a recidivist criminal and failed 
gunrunner. 


Cavendish ward results 


17 February 2005 

Candidate 

Michael R White 
Alan S Graham 
Alan K Gilbert 
Peter Shaw 
Graham J Lee 



Party 


Votes % 
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BNP London rally reveals 
surprises on parliamentary 
candidates’ list 


By Gerry Gable 

A fter getting the bum's rush out of Redbridge and 
conning its way into a country hotel outside 
Brentwood, a strange place for a “Grand London 
Rally”, the British National Party settled down to 
trying to put the best face on its general election plans 
for London and the Home Counties. 

Jason Douglas, the twice convicted football hooligan, 
was master of ceremonies as the fascists presented 
their all-star cast. He himself will stand in Romford, 
where he doubtless hopes his hooligan credentials will 
attract the “Essex man” vote. 

Alan Bailey, the party’s Havering organiser, will not 
stand in any of the borough’s three constituencies. 
Another convicted hooligan, Bailey appears to spend 
more time running the handful of BNP supporters in 
Barking and Dagenham than in his own area. 

Emma Colgate is to fight Basildon. The BNP might 
have preferred Peter Eaton but he recently defected to 
the openly nazi November 9th Society. 

Dave King, who has done fairly well in local elections 
in Basildon, has been shipped off to neighbouring 
Billericay. Perhaps that is a punishment for cheeking 
the BNP leader Nick Griffin and the party’s group 
development officer, convicted terrorist Tony Lecomber, 
for lumbering him with Easton in the first place. As he did 
not turn up for the rally there may be some doubt over 
whether he will sign on the dotted line when it comes to 
putting in his nomination papers. 

Although the BNP has three councillors in Epping Forest 
none of them will fight the Epping constituency. Instead 
the party has farmed out Terry Farr, the most capable of 
the three, to Enfield North and popped last year’s London 
mayoral candidate, Julian Leppert, into Epping Forest. 

Councillor Pat Richardson is down as a candidate but 
has not so far found a constituency. Some members 
muttered that perhaps she should stand in Tel Aviv, a 
knock at her Jewish background that has not found 
universal favour in the party. 

Lawrence Rustem, the man many BNP members 
describe as “that half Turk” on a good day and “a bloody 
Jew” on a bad one, will do battle in Dagenham with the 
formidable Labour MP Jon Cruddas. Rustem seems to 
have so little respect that the BNP cannot be bothered 
to spell his name correctly on the party website, where it 
appears as Rustrem. 

Richard Barnbrook, the BNP’s London organiser, decided 
pit his luck next door in Barking against Margaret Hodge, a 
Labour minister. Barnbrook has had his hands full 
babysitting councillor David Kelley, the BNP’s sole member 
on Barking and Dagenham council, who hardly utters a 
word without a nod in Barnbrook’s direction. When Kelley 
did speak independently, he told the press that being a 
councillor went over his head and was a waste of time. 


Chris Roberts, who lives in Essex, will stand in 
Upminster. In a newly released BNP recruitment video 
Roberts, who is in his fifties, appears as a man who is 
new to right-wing politics and decided to join the BNP 
after seeing one of its leaflets. He fails to mention that 
he was a National Front activist in his teens. 

In nearby Hornchurch Ian Moor will stand against 
John Cryer, an MP on the left of the Labour Party. 

Nick Geri will contest Thurrock in Essex, where he won 
a council seat in September 2003. He failed to secure 
reelection to the council in June 2004, after the BNP’s 
election officers seemed to think he was expendable in 
favour of their candidates in Epping. Neither Geri nor 
Chris Roberts turned up at the BNP rally. 

South of the river Chris Roberts’s brother Barry, the 
long-time admirer of nazism, will fight Eltham, scene of 
the murder of the black teenager Stephen Lawrence. 
Nearby Bexleyheath and Crayford will be graced by Jay 
Lee, the man who sued the RMT for expelling him. Lee too 
was absent from the rally, as was Brian Ravenscroft, who 
will do his duty for the party in Erith and Thamesmead. 

Lee’s wife Clare is still sorting out with elderly south 
Londoner Tess Culnane who will stand in Old Bexley and 
Sidcup. Neither was at the rally. In Culnane’s case the 
reason might be that she is an ardent supporter not of 
Griffin but of his sworn enemy, the former leader and 
founder of the BNP John “old jackboots” Tyndall. Indeed 
Culnane has star billing at a “Save the BNP protest 
rally” that was due to be held in the South Midlands on 
20 February. 

The BNP had intended to fight Croydon Central 
and Mitcham and Morden but this plan evaporated. 
The proposed Croydon Central candidate, Cliff Le May, 
was sent westward to Uxbridge and nobody got near 
the starting line in Mitcham. In west London Hayes 
and Harlington was added to the BNP’s list and Tony 
Hazel will stand there. 

Internal feuding ending in a purge put an end to the 
party’s long-term plans to field Ian Edward and Peter 
Shaw in Uxbridge and Hillingdon. Shaw stood in a local 
election last month for the National Front, leaving the 
BNP organisation in that part of London in tatters. 

The final candidate present was Tim Rait, who will fight 
Maidenhead, Berkshire. When he stood in the European 
elections last June, the BNP described him as a former 
Tory. In fact he was revealed to be a long-time subscriber 
to Tyndall’s far-right magazine Spearhead. 

We would certainly not want to run a book on which of 
these runners make it to the starting post. According to 
the BNP’s own website if the government goes for an 
election before 5 May, which the BNP seems to think is 
likely, the party may have to field far fewer candidates 
and forgo its television broadcast. 
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The BNP is standing in 80-100 
parliamentary seats across the 
country. If it puts up over 92 
candidates, it will be entitled to 
a TV political broadcast and a 
free mail shot to almost 6-7 
million voters. 


The BNP has chosen its seats in a number of ways: 

■ Constituencies that include a ward where it presently has a councillor. 

■ Constituencies that include a ward where it believes it has a good chance 
of winning in the 2006 local elections. 

■ Constituencies where the BNP did surprisingly well in the European 
elections but where there has been little BNP activity or organisation. 

■ Marginal Conservative constituencies that are currently held by 
right-wing MPs. 



Searchlight 


The BNP has instructed branches to use the general election to target and 
canvass their key wards as preparation for an onslaught in 2006. 

The BNP strategy is to develop a loyal voter base in its key areas, so that 
voters choose the BNP out of habit, rather than as a protest, in much the 
same way that others might vote Labour or Conservative. There is alarming 
evidence that this is already occurring in some of its traditional strongholds 
in the North West, West Yorkshire and the West Midlands. 

Additionally each BNP region has been instructed to identify one 
constituency where it will focus regional resources. This will include an 
attempt to canvass the entire constituency, again in preparation for a 
push in several wards in 2006. 

The BNP does not believe it is going to win any parliamentary 
seats but believes that a few second places are possible. 

Its aim is to get a high vote in a handful of seats and try to 
save its deposit in most of the rest. But its main 
purpose is to continue to build a base for future 


«p§FK 




local elections. 


Stoke-on-Trent Mayoral contest 

The BNP’s national priority is the Stoke-on-Trent 
I Mayoral election on 5 May. In the last contest, 

% | in 2002, the BNP was less than 2,000 votes 
% behind the winning candidate. Since then the 
3 Sf BNP has grown substantially in the city, 

■ vi fel winning two council seats and averaging 28% in 
council elections. 

m Regional priorities are Keighley, Burnley, Thurrock 

and Barking. Each branch has been instructed to 
devote some time to helping in its regional priority seat. 

The BNP is hoping to canvass the entire constituency to enable 
the party to make a major push there for 2006. Given Griffin’s 
decision to stand in Keighley and his past record, he will 
demand that considerable regional and national resources go 
into his campaign. 

Shadow Cabinet 

The BNP is also planning to contest a number of 
constituencies held by the Conservative Party Shadow Ministers. 
The BNP believes that the Conservative Party is its main obstacle to its 
future growth and that a third Labour term will not only alienate 
traditional Labour voters but quicken the terminal decline of the Tories. 


Council elections 

The BNP is planning to stand a number of candidates in county 
council elections in the East Midlands and possibly elsewhere on 
5 May. Check our website for up-to-date information. 



Using the BNP’s own criteria for choosing constituencies, 
Searchlight believes that the BNP will stand in the following areas: 


1 North East ( 9 ) 

Constituency 

Current 

MP 

2004 Euro 
Majority BNP vote 

1 

Middlesbrough 

S & E Cleveland 

Labour 

9,351 

9.6 

2~ 

Middlesbrough 

Labour 

16,330 

9.6 

T 

Stockton South 

Labour 

9,086 

8.8 

■4~ 

Stockton North 

Labour 

14,647 

8.8 

5~ 

Redcar 
& Cleveland 

Labour 

13,443 

9.3 

6~ 

Sunderland 

South 

Labour 

13,667 

8.4 

T 

Sunderland 

North 

Labour 

13,354 

8.4 

8~ 

Gateshead E 
& Washington E 

Labour 

17,904 

8.4 

9" 

Houghton & 
Washington W 

Labour 

19,818 

8.4 


North West ( 14 - 16 ) 


Constituency 

Current 

MP 

2004 Euro 
Majority BNP vote 

1 Burnley 

Labour 

10,498 

16.7 

2 Pendle 

Labour 

4,275 

13.3 

3 Hyndburn 

Labour 

8,219 

11.6 

4 Ashton- 
under-Lyme 

Labour 

15,518 

10.6 

5 Stalybridge 
& Hyde 

Labour 

8,859 

10.6 

6 Denton 
& Redditch 

Labour 

15,330 

10.6 

7 Rossendale 
& Darwen 

Labour 

4,970 

10.4 

8 Oldham Et 
& Saddleworth 

Labour 

2,726 

10.4 

9 Oldham West 
& Royton 

Labour 

13,365 

10.4 

10 Blackburn 

Labour 

9,249 

9.2 

11 Rochdale 

Labour 

5,655 

9.3 

12 Heywood 
& Middleton 

Labour 

11,670 

9.3 

13 Makerfield 

Labour 

17,750 

9.1 

14 Bury North 

Labour 

6,532 

8.3 

15 Westmorland 
& Lonsdale 

Con 

3,147 

N/A 


(we also expect the BNP to stand in one of 
the Blackpool seats) 


Yorkshire & The Humber ( 29 ) 


Constituency 

1 Colne Valley 

Current 

MP 

Labour 

2004 Euro 
Majority BNP vote 

4,639 12.4 

2 

Dewsbury 

Labour 

7,449 

12.4 

3 

Batley & Spen 

Labour 

5,064 

12.4 

4 

Huddersfield 

Labour 

10,046 

12.4 

5 

Halifax 

Labour 

6,129 

11.5 

6 

Calder Valley 

Labour 

3,094 

11.5 

7 

Normanton 

Labour 

9,937 

10.6 

8 

Pontefract 
& Castleford 

Labour 

16,378 

10.6 

9 

Wakefield 

Labour 

7,954 

10.6 

10 Bradford North 

Labour 

8,969 

10.2 

11 Bradford South 

Labour 

9,662 

10.2 

12 Bradford West 

Labour 

4,165 

10.2 


Yorkshire & The Humber continued 


13 Keighley 

Labour 

4,005 

10.2 

14 Shipley 

Labour 

1,457 

10.2 

15 Rotherham 

Labour 

13,077 

9.2 

16 Rother Valley 

Labour 

14,882 

9.2 

17 Wentworth 

Labour 

16,449 

9.2 

18 Kingston upon 
Hull East 

Labour 

15,325 

8.5 

19 Sheffield 
Brightside 

Labour 

17,049 

8.2 

20 Sheffield Heeley 

Labour 

11,704 

8.2 

21 Sheffield 
Hillsborough 

Labour 

14,569 

8.2 

22 Doncaster North 

Labour 

15,187 

8.1 

23 Barnsley Central 

Labour 

15,130 

7.9 

24 Leeds Central 

Labour 

14,381 

6.9 

25 Morley 
& Roth well 

Labour 

12,090 

6.9 

26 Leeds 

North East 

Labour 

7,089 

6.9 

27 Leeds West 

Labour 

14,935 

6.9 

28 Harrogate & 
Knaresborough 

Lib Dem 8,845 

3.4 

29 Haltemprice 
& Howden 

Con 

1,903 

N/A 


I West Midlands (22) 

Constituency 

Current 

MP 

2004 Euro 
Majority BNP vote 

1 Birmingham 
Hodge Hill 

Labour 

11,618 

7.5 

2 Birmingham 
Northfield 

Labour 

7,798 

7.5 

3 Birmingham 
Erdington 

Labour 

9,962 

7.5 

4 Birmingham 

Yard ley 

Labour 

2,576 

7.5 

5 West 

Bromwich West 

Labour 

11,355 

13.1 

6 West 

Bromwich East 

Labour 

9,763 

13.1 

7 Warley 

Labour 

11,850 

13.1 

8 Dudley North 

Labour 

6,800 

12.3 

9 Dudley South 

Labour 

6,817 

12.3 

10 Stoke North 

Labour 

11,784 

15.3 

11 Stoke South 

Labour 

10,489 

15.3 

12 Stoke Central 

Labour 

11,818 

15.3 

13 Newcastle- 
under-Lyme 

Labour 

9,986 

8.5 

14 Solihull 

Con 

9,407 

8.7 

15 Walsall South 

Labour 

9,931 

11.1 

16 Walsall North 

Labour 

9,391 

11.1 

17 North 

Warwickshire 

Labour 

9,639 

9.0 

18 Coventry 

North West 

Labour 

10,874 

6.5 

19 Worcester 

Labour 

5,766 

5.8 

20 Wolverhampton 
South West 

Labour 

3,487 

7.1 

21 Aldridge 
Brownhills 

Con 

3,768 

10.8 

22 Burton 

Labour 

4,849 

8.6% 


1 East Midlands (7) 

Constituency 

Current 

MP 

2004 Euro 
Majority BNP vote 

1 

Blaby 

Con 

6,209 

9.2 

2~ 

South Derbyshire Labour 

7,851 

9.1 

3“ 

Boston 
& Skegness 

Con 

515 

8.8 

4 " 

Bolsover 

Labour 

18,777 

8.7 

5~ 

Ashfield 

Labour 

13,268 

8.5 

6~ 

North West 
Leicestershire 

Labour 

9,639 

8.3 

T 

Charnwood 

Con 

7,739 

6.8 


Eastern (5) 

Constituency 

Current 

MP 

2004 Euro 
Majority BNP vote 

1 

Thurrock 

Labour 

9,997 

11.1 

2~ 

Broxbourne 

Con 

8,993 

10.1 

3~ 

Epping Forest 

Con 

8,426 

7.5 

4 

Basildon 

Labour 

7,738 

9.4 

5~ 

Billericay 

Con 

5,013 

9.4 


I London ( 13 ) 

Constituency 

Current 

MP 

2004 Euro 
Majority BNP vote 

1 Barking 

Labour 

9,534 

14.8 

2 Dagenham 

Labour 

8,693 

14.8 

3 Hornchurch 

Labour 

1,482 

9.6 

4 Romford 

Con 

5,977 

9.6 

5 Upminster 

Con 

1,241 

9.6 

6 Bexleyheath 
& Crayford 

Labour 

1,472 

7.9 

7 Old Bexley 
& Sidcup 

Con 

3,345 

7.9 

8 Erith 

& Thamesmead 

Labour 

11,167 

7.9 

9 Eltham 

Labour 

6,997 

7.2 

10 Uxbridge 

Con 

2,098 

7.1 

11 Hayes 
& Harlington 

Labour 

13,466 

7.1 

12 Enfield North 

Labour 

2,239 

5.1 


13+1 tba 


South East (1) 


Current 

2004 

Euro 

Constituency 

MP 

Majority BNP 

vote 

1 Maidenhead 

Con 

3,284 

2.9 


South West (2) 

Current 

2004 Euro 

Constituency MP 

Majority BNP vote 

1 West Dorset Con 

1,414 1.9 


2 (Bristol) 


Wales (1) 


The BNP will stand in one seat in North 
Wales, probably Wrexham. 


Scotland (1) 


The BNP will stand in one seat in Glasgow. 


List is correct at time of 
going to press, for updates visit 

www.stopthebnp.com 
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LOCAL 

CONTACTS 


North Staffordshire Campaign 
Against Racism & Fascism 

PO Box 1960, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1WF 
NorSCARF@burslem.demon.co.uk 


Kirkiees Unity 

PO Box 310, 

Huddersfield HD1 3YU 

Leeds Unity 

c/o Leeds NUT, West Park Centre, 
Spen Lane, Leeds, LS16 5BG 
leedsunity@hushmail.com 

Sheffield Campaign Against 
Racism and Fascism 

c/o Sheffield TUC, 

Trades & Labour Club, Talbot Street, 
Sheffield S2 2TG 

Wakefield & Five Towns United 
Against Racism 

PO Box 462, Wakefield WF2 7WW 

York Unity 

yorkunity@hotmail.com 


North West 


Blackburn & Darwen 
United Against Racism 

PO Box 632, Blackburn 
BB4 4WT 

Bolton Against Racism 

c/o Bolton and District CAB 
26-28 Mawdsley Street 
Bolton BL1 ILF 

www.boltonagainstracism.org.uk 

Burnley Against Fascism 

PO Box 358, Burnley, 

BB11 2WA 

Bury Against Racism/ 

United Against Fascism 

karen .evans@virgin. net 
Tel: 07974 400183 


London 


Enfield UAF 

07812 179856 enfielduaf@coolift.com 
www.enfielduniteagainstfascism.co.uk 

Redbridge Together 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 
07759 660 230 


North East 


Gateshead Against the Nazis 

6 Ellison Street, Gateshead 
NE8 1AY 


Hyndburn Against Racism 


Tel: 0191-477-6638 


Hyndburn-against-racism@fsmail.net Eastern 


unison@unisonfree.net 


Merseyside Coalition 
Against Racism and Fascism 

c/o TGWU, 143 Sefton Street 
Liverpool L8 5SN 

Oldham United Against Racism 

c/o Oldham Law Centre, 

Archway House, Bridge Street, 
Oldham 0L11ED 

Pendle UAF 

PO Box 2027 


Broxbourne Against Racism 

PO Box 13679, London N1 1AA 
contact@broxar.org.uk 

South East Essex Coalition 
Against Racism 

c/o Searchlight Magazine 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 


East Midlands 


Sunderland Coalition 
Against Racism and Fascism 

c/o Unison City of 
Sunderland Branch 
Grange Lodge, Grange Crescent 
Sunderland SR2 7BN 
team@unison-sc.ace.co.uk 

Tees Valley Unites Against Racism 

c/o GMB, Cleveland House, 

7 Woodlands Road 


Colne, Lancs BB8 OXA 

Ribble Valley Against Racism 

PO Box 95, Whalley, 

Clitheroe BB7 9WW 
www.rvar.org.uk 

Rochdale United Against Fascism 

Tel: 07815 144460 

Wigan & Leigh United 
Against Racism 

7 Alder Avenue, Worsley Hall 
Wigan WN5 9PY 
chitchen@fsi.li.man.ac.uk 


Yorkshire & The Humber 

Bradford Anti-Fascist Committee 

Bradford TUC-AFC 
c/o 17-21 Chapel St, 

Bradford BD1 5DT 
afc@bradfordtuc.org.uk 

Calderdale Communities Against 
Racism and Calderdale Unity 

c/o GMB Clifton House, Clifton Road, 
Brighouse, HD6 1SL 
calderdaleunity@yahoo.co.uk 


Communities Against Racism in 
Derbyshire (CARD) 

c/o Derbyshire Unemployed 
Workers Centre, 54 Saltergate, 
Chesterfield S40 UR 


West Midlands 

Dudley Unite Against Fascism 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
dudley@blackcountryunity.net 

Sandweli UAF 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
sandwell@blackcountryunity.net 

Wolverhampton, Bilston 
& District TUC 

PO Box 2917, 

Wolverhampton WV2 2YA 
wolves.tuc@unisonfree.net 

Walsall UAF 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
walsall@blackcountryunity.net 


Middlesbrough TS1 3BH 

Tyne & Wear Anti-Fascist 
Association 

c/o Unison, Room 145 
Civic Centre 

Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 8QH 
0191 272 1211 
twafa@twafa.org.uk 


South East 

Saltdean for Tolerance and Respect 

PO Box 164, Brighton BN1 7WB 


Wales 

Wales Friends of Searchlight 

Cardiff Centre for Trade Union Studies 
182 Habershon Street 
Splott, Cardiff CF24 2LE 


To get your group’s details 
included on this list in future 
editions of the magazine 
please contact Searchlight. 





Antisemitic attacks 
at an all-time high 


A ntisemitic attacks reached record levels in 2004 
according to a report issued by the Community 
Security Trust (CST) last month. 

The CST, which advises and represents the Jewish 
community on antisemitism, terrorism and security, 
recorded 532 antisemitic incidents in 2004, the highest 
annual total since records began in 1984. This represents 
a 42 per cent rise on the 375 incidents in 2003. 

Most disturbing of all was the increase in violent 
antisemitic assaults - 83 in 2004, compared to 54 in 
2003, a rise of 54 per cent. This marked the third rise in 
succession in the number of antisemitic assaults. For the 
first time in five years assaults on people outnumbered 
incidents of damage to Jewish property. 

Four assaults in 2004 were so violent that the victim’s 
life was endangered. There were no similar incidents in 
2003. Those attacks which it categorised as “extreme 
violence” were: 

A Jewish teenager’s jaw was shattered in three places by 
a gang in Southampton who subjected him to a tirade of 
antisemitic abuse. The gang leader was jailed for four years 
for the attack. Police found a collection of racist and fascist 
material in his home. 

A Jewish woman was severely beaten by three of her 
neighbours, who accused her of being Israeli when they 
noticed that some of her post was written in Hebrew. 

An Orthodox Jew was attacked by four youths when he 
was walking home from synagogue. They broke a bottle over 
his head and left him with a suspected fractured skull. 

A Jewish man was stabbed in his home. The assailant 
shouted “I’m going to kill you, you fucking yid” as he 
attacked him. 

A further 79 non life-threatening incidents of assault were 
recorded. The majority were attacks on people who are 
visibly Jewish, usually because of their religious or 
traditional clothing. 

Several attacks were on congregants on their way 
to or from synagogue, while 12 were on schoolchildren. 
Seven of the victims required hospital treatment. Around 
one third of the assaults - 28 in total - took place in 
Manchester, 27 in the north of the city. There were 43 
assaults in Greater London. 

The assaults included: 

A series of attacks on strictly Orthodox Jews in Stamford 
Hill, London, which left one man with a broken nose. 

A visibly Jewish man in Manchester was attacked from 
behind as he walked down a street. He was punched and 
had CS gas sprayed in his face. 

A gang of youths attacked a 12-year-old Jewish boy who 
was wearing a skullcap. Doctors spent 90 minutes stitching 
up cuts to the boy's face. 

The CST makes a clear link between antisemitic incidents 
and events in the Middle East. Many of the attacks were 
motivated in theory by opposition to Israel and Zionism but 
in practice were simply antisemitic as they were attacks on 
Jewish targets. Perhaps unsurprisingly, there was a surge in 
incidents after Israeli security forces assassinated the 
leader of Hamas, Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, in March 2004. 
One man alone, Riaz Mohammed Burahee, was convicted 


of making 28 threatening and abusive phone calls during 
this period. Burahee admitted that he was motivated by 
hostility towards Jews. The CST report said that it was 
significant that Burahee did not make a single call to the 
Israeli Embassy or any other Israeli institution, but only 
to synagogues. 

Serious incidents that did not involve assaults on 
individuals included two arson attacks on London 
synagogues in June 2004, which received widespread 
publicity. Seventeen synagogues and five Jewish cemeteries 
were desecrated in 2004. 

Incidents involving antisemitic literature nearly doubled in 
2004. In the past this had been largely the preserve of the 
far right, but for the first time more than half the incidents 
of antisemitic literature appeared to have their source in 
hostility to Israel or radical Islamist sentiments. 

While many incidents occurred when large numbers of 
Jewish people were visible on the streets during Jewish 
festivals, coming to and from synagogue, by no means were 
the observant the only targets. Victims of antisemitic 
incidents represented the entire spectrum of the Jewish 
community, from strictly Orthodox to Liberal, Reform and 
secular Jews. 

The CST report makes alarming reading. While it may 
often be difficult, at theoretical level, to distinguish where 
legitimate criticism of the Jewish state ends and 
antisemitism begins, when it takes the form of targeting 
Jews as Jews then the difficulty ends. 

Bearing in mind that radical Islamist groups promote the 
same European antisemitic texts as the fascists, such as 
the Protocols of the Elders of Zion and The International 
Jew, the recent rise in antisemitic attacks must concern all 
anti-racists and anti-fascists, regardless of their source. 



Swastika 
daubed on a 

so|ider ’ s 
grave, 
Aldershot, 
November 
2004 
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Redbridge Together 
leads the way 


By Gerry Gable 


A new community group successfully confronted 
British National Party members at Redbridge 
Underground station in east London, where they 
were assembling in order to be directed to their “Grand 
London Rally” 

Redbridge Together, which campaigns under the 
slogan “Hope not Hate. Count Me In”, follows closely in 
the footsteps of Keighley Together, a broad-based non¬ 
sectarian community group formed to defeat the BNP 
leader Nick Griffin who has announced that he will 
stand in Keighley in the general election. 

Redbridge residents first voiced their concerns about 
the BNP’s presence through an open letter signed by 80 
people representing thousands of local people as well as 
the RMT and the Musicians Union nationally, Unison’s 
London Region and the East London branch of the CWU. 

The BNP’s insult to Redbridge’s large Jewish 
community by coming to the area only two days after 
Holocaust Remembrance Day struck a chord with 
people of all faiths in the borough and united Jews and 
Muslims in common cause. 

Standing behind Redbridge Together’s bright new 
banner 80 local people including representatives of all 
the main democratic political parties greeted the nazis 
with a dignified protest and choruses of “go home you 
bums, go home”. 

The BNP was very put out by the attention it received 
from police photographic teams clearly looking for 
some of the convicted criminals among the party’s 
supporters. 

Having been unable to obtain a meeting hall in 
Unity in London, or unwilling to face the wrath of Londoners, the 

action BNP beat a retreat to the Essex countryside to reveal its 


plans for its general election campaign in London to 120 
of the party’s faithful. The BNP had conned a hotel 
outside Brentwood into letting it have a function room 
for the meeting, which it booked in a company name. 
When the police told the owner that the booking was 
for the BNP, he wanted to cancel but the police advised 
him against because they would end up with a riot. 
“I can’t stand them, I never would have hosted their 
function in a million years, but they dupe you,” he told 
the Essex Enquirer. 

Gavin Stollar, the Liberal Democrat prospective 
parliamentary candidate for Brentwood and Ongar, 
condemned their presence as “sick” saying, “I think 
I speak on behalf of the town when I say nazis are not 
welcome here”. Eric Pickles, the town’s Conservative MP, 
said “it would be far better if they crawled back under 
the rock from which they came.” 

The press in Redbridge and mid Essex gave very 
positive support to the work of local anti-fascists. 
The Ilford Recorder devoted its editorial to a picture 
of the demonstration at Redbridge station and a strong 
report on our work. It also carried favourable news 
reports and letters and a report of a very well received 
talk at a local school on Holocaust Memorial Day by 
Ray Hill, Searchlight’s one-time supermole inside the 
British and European nazi scene. 

The BNP’s London organiser Richard Barnbrook did 
the BNP no good by denying to the press that they were 
meeting at Redbridge station. 

As Searchlight went to press, Redbridge Together was 
drawing up plans to continue its successful campaign 
against the BNP in the run-up to the general election 
and on towards the 2006 local elections in London. 





















BNP youth leader 
cleared of attack 


TONY WENTWORTH, leader of the Young BNP, 
has been cleared of assault. 

Wentworth, a 19-year-old politics student at 
Salford University, was found not guilty of 
punching a fellow student outside the university 
campus in March 2004. Magistrates in Salford 
cleared him of a charge of common assault on 
Chris Tauner, 25, last month. 

However, Wentworth still faces a public order 
charge relating to a second alleged incident 
outside the campus, also in March. Fellow BNP 
member Jo Owens has been charged with 
assaulting a 21-year-old man in connection with 
the same incident. 

Both men will appear before Salford magistrates 
in April. 

Oldham NF member on 
football ban 

A KEY MEMBER of the National Front in Oldham has 
been banned from attending Oldham Athletic football 
matches, both home and away, after causing trouble 
outside games on a regular basis. 

Thomas Kenway, 33, who is a core member of the 
notorious Oldham football hooligan gang, the Fine Young 
Casuals, received the banning order last month, 
preventing him from visiting the area around Oldham 
Athletics’ ground and Oldham town centre when the 
team is playing at home. 

A previous banning order on Kenway expired last 
November and he has been arrested on several 
occasions since then, most recently at the end of 
January at a Cup tie. 

Although Kenway’s last conviction for a football 
related offence dates back to September 2001, the 
police were able to collect enough evidence of Kenway’s 
involvement to apply for the civil order. 

According to prosecutors, Kenway visited a pub in 
December known to be frequented by opposition fans, 
and police officers had to intervene to prevent him from 
causing disorder at the ground when Oldham were 
playing Huddersfield the same month. 

District Judge James Prouse said, “Bearing in mind 
that the previous order had not curtailed his behaviour, 
I'm going to make the order for three years”. 


Auschwitz survivor 
speaks out against 
fascism today 

By Pauline Fraser 

AUSCHWITZ SURVIVOR Leon Greenman OBE opened the 
annual Soviet Memorial Trust Holocaust Day lecture at 
the Imperial War Museum in London at the end of January 
by thanking all those who had taken part in the liberation of 
the Nazi death camps. He urged his audience, which 
included a number of young people, to pass on to others 
what they learnt from his testimony, and never to forget. 

Pointing to the rise in fascism today, he urged everyone to 
vote to stop fascists getting elected. 

Speaking without a microphone in a strong, clear voice, 
the 94-year-old delivered again the message that he has 
given to many schoolchildren and others since he first told 
of the horrors of Auschwitz in 1946. Neither the passing of 
the years, nor the repeating of the story, has eased the raw 
pain and anger which Mr Greenman feels every time he tells 
of the gassing of his wife and young child, and of the loss 
of good friends at the hands of the Nazis. At several points 
in the story Leon was forced to stop, overcome by the 
emotional intensity which he conveyed so powerfully to his 
audience that they too felt transported back in time to 
those dark and terrible times more than 60 years ago. 

Despite the hate mail and death threats from fascists 
that he continues to receive, particularly from the nazi terror 
group Combat 18 and the National Front, nothing can stop 
Mr Greenman speaking out. He has made it his life’s work 
to expose the atrocities of the biggest Nazi concentration 
camp, where over one million people were murdered. 



Leon Greenman’s book, An Englishman in Auschwitz , 
written in 1962, was eventually published in 2001 as a 
volume in the Library of Holocaust Testimonies. 

Copies can be purchased from the Jewish Museum in 
Finchley, price £11.95. A Dutch film crew has recently 
made a video of Leon Greenman’s account of the Death 
March from Auschwitz as the Red Army approached in 
1945, titled The Long March , and copies are available at 
the Jewish Museum. The museum can be contacted by 
telephone on 020 8349 1143 or by email at 
enquiries@jewishmuseum.org.uk. 

The Imperial War Museum keeps recordings of 
Leon Greenman in its sound archive. 
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Labour gets tough 
on immigration 


by Kate Taylor 


A s the general election draws closer, the 
Labour government has made clear that it will 
not shirk from the contentious issues of 
immigration and asylum. Last month Home 
Secretary Charles Clarke unveiled a five-year plan 
outlining a new immigration strategy that promises 
to tackle the problem head on. Included are 
proposals for a points system to ensure only those 
immigrants who can benefit the economy will be 
allowed in. 

Last September the Tory Party outlined its own 
plans for a tougher immigration system featuring 
annual limits on immigration and a quota for asylum 
seekers. Just days after Robert Kilroy-Silk had 
delivered a hard-hitting speech to UK Independence 
Party members on immigration, Tory leader Michael 
Howard followed suit claiming that the 
Conservatives, like the UKIP, would impose an upper 
limit of 100,000 immigrants per year and would also 
pull out of the 1951 Geneva Convention on 
Refugees, which ensures the humanitarian 
treatment of people seeking asylum. Although 
Labour declared these plans to be unworkable, by 
focussing so heavily on the topic, the Tories began 
to seize a poll advantage. 

This new move by Labour is a direct response 
to this as it evident that the election will be fought 
and won on the back of immigration. Labour’s latest 
plans show that it has moved into new territory 
as far as immigration policy goes. Unlike the 
Conservatives, Labour will not introduce quotas 
but will tighten up policy in all areas relating 
to migration. 

The points-based system announced by Mr Clarke 
in “Controlling our border: Making migration work for 
Britain”, would be based on similar schemes in 
countries such as Australia and Canada. Using a 
number of different criteria, it assesses how 
valuable a potential migrant worker might be in 
order to decide whether they should be allowed to 
enter Britain. 

Also proposed are the introduction of financial 
bonds for migrants in sectors open to abuse to 
guarantee they return home and an end to the 
automatic right of immigrants’ extended families to 
settle here. 

Employers will be subject to a fixed penalty for 
each illegal worker they employ. Only skilled workers 
will be allowed to stay permanently, after English 
language tests to ensure their proficiency. This is an 
extension of former Home Secretary David 
Blunkett’s ideas about “active citizenship” and the 
full participation in society of foreigners. There will 
also be an end to appeals for people applying from 
abroad to work or study. 


According to Mr Clarke, the level of economic 
migration is about right, but asylum applications 
are too high. Labour promises to toughen up the 
asylum system to prevent abuse. Refugees will 
initially only be given temporary leave to stay in this 
country while the situation in their home country 
is reviewed. If it is considered safe for them to 
return after five years, they will be asked to do so. 
There will also be more detention of asylum seekers 
whose applications have failed. Ministers hope that 
this will ensure faster removal from Britain. 

Fingerprinting of all visa applicants will be 
standard as part of a new system to monitor 
immigration. Currently the UK has no means of 
measuring exactly who enters and leaves the 
country. The old paper system was scrapped in two 
stages - in 1994 by the Conservatives and in 1998 
by Labour. The latest plan aims to create “electronic 
borders” so that a computer does the counting. 
This is linked to plans to introduce identity cards 
and biometric passports. 

There is no doubt that Britain has serious problems 
with its immigration system that urgently need 
addressing. But the tough measures announced 
recently by Labour and the Conservatives, as well as 
the views advanced by the recently formed Veritas, 
show immigration has become a lens through which 
to view all this country’s problems. This creates an 
environment based on fear, which far-right parties 
are exploiting. And the harder the rhetoric becomes, 
the more a voice of compassion is lost. 

Commenting on the new proposals, Maeve 
Sherlock, Chief Executive of the Refugee Council, 
said, “We would be very concerned if someone who 
has been accepted as a refugee has to live through 
five years of uncertainty until the UK government 
confirms they can remain here permanently. 

“It seems particularly unfair on refugees who may 
have lost their whole families or suffered torture or, 
at worst, ethnic cleansing. 

“We know from all the opinion polls that the 
British public have a firm belief in fair play and want 
to help refugees fleeing torture and persecution. 
Our message to politicians of all parties is that 
fairness cuts both ways. On the one hand, it is right 
that asylum seekers who have had their claim fully 
and fairly assessed and have been turned down 
should return to their countries. On the other hand, 
it is reasonable and fair to expect traumatised 
refugees to be able to get on with their new lives 
and not be left in limbo, unable to rebuild their lives 
for fear of having their refugee status withdrawn. 
The important thing is to focus on getting good 
decisions right first time and not to let the legal 
system get bogged down.” 
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The ailing fortunes of 
the fascist fringe 


By Matthew Collins 



W hile the British National Party prepares itself to field 
100 or more candidates at the general election, 
the remaining rump of the far right is still struggling 
to coordinate an electoral alternative to the Griffin-led 
version of the BNR 

A small number of supporters of the BNP’s founder John 
Tyndall had initially organised themselves in the Leeds-based 
White Nationalist Party and hoped that Tyndall would lead 
them in a party that relies on crude publicity, propaganda 
and controversial street activities. But Tyndall has remained 
adamant that he will not give up his ambition to wrest back 
control of the BNR how ever unlikely that now appears. 

As a result the WNP has ground to a near halt with most 
of its leading figures joining the Spearhead Support Group, 
named after Tyndall’s 40-year-old monthly magazine and 
his former paramilitary organisation. The SSG’s aim is to 
support Tyndall in his leadership struggle against Griffin and 
publicise Spearhead, which Griffin has banned from display 
and sale at BNP functions. 

While the SSG has succeeded in attracting up to 100 
people at a time in the north of England, there is little 
evidence to suggest that newer BNP members are either 
interested or attracted to SSG meetings. It is almost entirely 
the same faces bankrolling the group, the magazine and its 
ongoing legal challenge to Griffin’s leadership. 

Some people tried to persuade Tyndall to constitute 
a new party at an SSG meeting in Leeds in January but 
they were angrily shouted down, which led to one 
senior WNP/SSG organiser walking out of the meeting. 
The following month both Tyndall and his loyal sidekick 
Richard Edmonds both came under fire at a meeting in 
Nottingham for again not rising to the challenge of 
admitting defeat in the leadership quest and moving on. 
An angry Edmonds told the meeting that he had been 
delivering leaflets for the BNP in London and would 
continue to do so, as many BNP members there do not 
support Griffin. 

Suggestions that the SSG should even support the 
National Front are also being coolly side-stepped as there 
remains an uneasy relationship between some SSG 
organisers and the NF’s London leadership. Security at the 
Nottingham meeting was in the charge of one former NF 
leader who fell foul of the London leadership and a number 
of others with axes to grind with the NF and its ailing, 
faltering, lurch from one disaster to another. 

By its own admission, the NF will not fare well if it puts 
up any candidates in the coming general election. 

The NF has almost exhausted the dubious claim that 
Jim Starkey, a former soldier and perennial NF 
candidate, was a “senior” officer in the military, and 
the money promised from the Scottish branch to 
fund three candidates has not materialised. Added 
to that one of the NF’s south London figures has 
become the subject of an antisocial behaviour order 
shortly after his release from prison for threatening a 


neighbour with an imitation firearm. 

Police officers recently stripped Starkey of membership of 
his local Neighbourhood Watch scheme, no doubt after they 
became aware that the NF has an unenviable reputation, 
indeed penchant, for anti-social behaviour and criminality. 
One senior NF member, a convicted criminal and defector 
from the BNR put the party in the news when he killed 
himself at his flat in Oldham last August attempting auto¬ 
erotic stimulation. A photograph of a woman dressed as a 
schoolgirl was found beside his body. And where the NF goes, 
racist violence follows. Two men who murdered a Sri Lankan 
man in a racist attack during an NF election campaign in Kent 
last year received life sentences in January. 

A failed attempt by the lunatic and equally tiny November 
9th Society (named after the anti-Jewish Kristallnacht Nazi 
pogrom of 9-10 November 1938) to encroach on what the 
NF sees as its ground in Bermondsey, south London, was 
dealt a heavy blow when its leader and “Commandant”, 
Kevin Quinn, was among seven people arrested in January 
as a result of leaflets they had distributed. That seven arrests 
were made in four locations around the country does back 
up Quinn’s claim that it is a national organisation, though it 
also gives a fair indication of the size of the organisation. 
Quinn registered his group with the Electoral Commission 
last year and announced his intention to fight elections in 
Essex but there has been no sign of this yet. 


November 9th Society 
“Commandant” 

Kevin Quinn 
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FASCISTS 
by Michael Mann 

Published by Cambridge University Press 
ISBN 0521538556 
Price £17.99 


Review by David Renton 

A NOVELIST TELLS of going to school in fascist Italy. 
Each week, a fascist orator would visit his town. 
He would give passion-filled speeches, lasting for hours 
on end. The future novelist took notes, filling his 
exercise books with page after page of the wildest of 
promises, the most luxurious of rhetoric. Then the 
liberation came and the square filled to hear instead a 
celebrated partisan leader. Our student returned to take 
notes. The partisan said simply, “Mussolini is dead. 
We have won”. He sat down to the loudest cheers the 
square had ever heard. “And then I learned”, the novelist 
wrote, that “liberation from fascism could also mean 
liberation from speeches.” 

The point is not merely historical. The British National 
Party promises its voters a return to law and order. 
Yet its leading members have convictions for public 
order offences, inciting racial hatred and in one case 
planting explosives. To understand the party, you 
evidently cannot take its leader’s speeches at face value. 
To understand fascists, you have to look a bit closer. 
In doing so, you find that the words do not become 
meaningless, but take on extra significance. When the 
BNP challenges the London congestion charge, this 
promise is of no substance. Any party could make it. 
But when the BNP speaks of creating an “all-white 
Britain”, then something different is envisaged: the 
forced removal of millions of people. 

Michael Mann’s book is an academic, sociological 
history of fascism. Unfortunately, the writing is 
often dense and many of the secondary arguments may 
seem quite obscure to most readers of Searchlight. 
When Mann writes, “Classes are useful theoretical 
constructs that we operationalize with empirical 
indicators”, it is hard not to wish that he had made the 
same point more elegantly. The author wears his reading 
heavily at times, never approaching an argument 
directly but always on the crutch of someone else’s work. 
There is also a tendency to treat movements of people as 
if they were boxes of Lego. So when Mann claims, 
“The bridge between syndicalism and nationalism was 
built by the futurists”, he can only mean that two 
different ideas were synthesised by a third group. 
If he means the alternative, literal reading; that a small 
number of working-class former trade unionists backed 
the First World War because they had read the Futurist 
Manifesto of Marinetti, then he has a weak idea of how 
real historical movements work. 

Having criticised the book, it is worth pointing 
out some of its great strengths. First, Mann 
understands, in a way that most people who have 
written recently about generic fascism do not, that 
fascism is different from all other political traditions. 
It alone has brought genocide to the modern, 
advanced world. Other fascisms are based on the same 
model as Hitler’s. Fascism alone is incapable of 
pleading the historical excuse that other modern 
ideologies employ, namely that squalor and corruption 
distorted the natural development of their tradition. 
Fascists may deny the Holocaust; often they exult in it. 



But they never argue that the genocide was a crime. 
Their responses are limited by history. All fascists 
grasp, however vaguely, that the Holocaust was the 
inevitable conclusion of fascism in power. 

The second great strength of Mann’s book lies in its 
title, Fascists. The author senses that the explanation of 
why fascism is able to govern in this way must lie, 
somehow, in the nature of the people who supported it. 
There have been many parties that promised to 
make their country great. Many others, like the 
fascists, insisted that women could play no leading role 
in their organisation. Such secondary characteristics 
bind fascism to a larger set of parties, along with 
(in present-day terms) conservative parties, single¬ 
issue anti-European and anti-immigration parties. 
What distinguishes a successful fascist party is its 
willingness to use street politics, and the corollary, an 
organising style that purely parliamentary parties avoid. 
This returns us to the understanding of genocide. 
The answer to why the Holocaust happened can only 
be found in the dynamic relationship between an 
ideology that endorsed racism and a mass movement 
desperate for “radicalism” of any kind. 

Mann begins his book by insisting on 
the relationship between fascism and genocide. 
He continues by drawing together in one place as 
many different sources as possible to explain the 
geographic and social character of fascism. This leads 
to the third strength of the book. While other historical 
accounts have done much to illuminate our 
understanding of fascism in France, Germany, Italy 
and Spain, Mann takes an equal interest in the Eastern 
European fascisms of Austria, Hungary and Romania. 
He has translated a great wealth of material and shown 
new links that others missed. His book therefore 
deserves to be a reference for years to come. 
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finally arrive’ 
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FOUR DECADES AFTER three civil rights workers - South of the old Confederacy. Black people were 

Michael Schwerner, James Chaney and Andrew prevented from voting. They could not live where their 

Goodman - were killed by a gang of Mississippi means allowed. Nor could they freely exercise their 

Klansmen, one of the ringleaders, Edgar Ray Killen, will other constitutional rights. Jim Crow was eventually 

finally be tried on state murder charges. The murder of toppled by a determined civil rights movement, federal 

these three has long been a symbol of racist violence left legislation and Supreme Court decisions, 
unprosecuted during the 1960s. It also pointed at the One campaign in Mississippi during the summer of 
close association between Klansmen, cops and 1964 brought activists from the north - both black and 

government officials. The case was popularised in the white - to work primarily with local black people 

1990s through the film Mississippi Burning and the FBI registering voters. Schwerner was a white Jewish activist 

poster once issued in search of the three men has from New York, as was Goodman. Chaney was an African 

remained an iconic symbol of that era. American from Mississippi. The night they were murdered 

The failure of state governments in the South to all three investigated a church burning, one of three dozen 

prosecute and bring convictions has remained a long a arsons that summer. On the way to the church they were 

festering wound. Only in the past dozen years have pulled over by cops and arrested for a phoney traffic 

prosecutors, pressured by new evidence and the violation. While Klansmen gathered in ambush, they were 

families of the victims, started to bring charges and win jailed and then released, only to be captured by a death 

convictions. Killen, now aged 79, worked as a preacher squad that numbered over a dozen. There were 1,000 

during those years and after. His recent indictment is arrests that summer and the state-sponsored terror was so 

the latest step in a process that can rightfully be thick that each arrest carried the possibility of death, 

compared to bringing war criminals to justice. During the 1960s, the Mississippi White Knights worked 

Before 1954, Jim Crow segregation was written into in tandem with an agency of the state government 
law, and white supremacy enshrined by custom and known as the Sovereignty Commission. Like those in six 
enforced by governmental practice, particularly in the other states, this commission was created by the state 
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and Bowers, where Bowers formally OK’d the murders. 

Killen prepared the assassination team in advance and 
had an earthmoving bulldozer available to bury the 
dead, according to prior evidence. Killen’s principal 
target was apparently Schwerner, who was working as a 
paid staffer for one of the national civil rights 
organisations. Goodman had only been in Mississippi 
one day before being shot. Chaney, a local man, was 
tortured brutally and beaten to death. 

Pressure began to build (again) for a state murder case 
after the Jackson Clarion-Ledger reported that Bowers 
had privately admitted he had obstructed justice in the 
original trial and the “main instigator of the entire affair 
walk[ed] out of court a free man”. And last October, 
several hundred Mississippians marched in Jackson 
demanding justice in the case. 

Many changes have occurred in the state of 
Mississippi over the past four decades. Black people 
now vote relatively freely and white voters have largely 
deserted their once dear Democratic Party for the 
Republicans. The Sovereignty Commission has closed 
its door, and its secret files have become a computer- 
accessible public archive. The white Citizens Councils 
have been replaced by the Council of Conservative 
Citizens. And while the worst aspects of plantation-style 
terror no longer exist, white privilege remains in every 
aspect of social, economic and political life. 

Killen is now a doddering old man and many of the 
witnesses against him are long deceased. A final verdict Deputy Price 
in the murder of three brave civil rights workers has not and Sheriff 
yet arrived. Rainey at trial 



legislature after the 1954 Supreme Court decision in 
Brown v Topeka Board of Education, which ruled that 
“separate was not equal”. Among other activities, the 
commission funnelled $493,500 to the white Citizens 
Councils. It also spied on civil rights activists, kept files on 
and disrupted their activities, and otherwise enforced a 
doctrine known as “massive resistance” to desegregation. 
Commissioners also tampered with one or more juries. 
And in the case of Schwerner, they provided Klansmen 
with the licence plate number of the car he drove the 
night he was murdered. 

Most murders are tried in state courts. After the FBI 
investigated this case, however, the State of Mississippi 
did not bring any charges, claiming lack of evidence. 
Faced with local stonewalling, in 1967 the federal 
government brought civil rights charges rather than 
murder indictments. Of 18 men tried for conspiracy to 
deprive Schwerner, Chaney and Goodman of their civil 
rights (by murdering them), eight were acquitted and 
seven were convicted and served prison terms. Three of 
the defendants had mistrials declared. Killen escaped 
conviction by the vote of one juror who said she could 
not convict a preacher. 

Among those convicted was Deputy Cecil Price, 
whose picture at trial with fellow defendant Sheriff 
Rainey became another symbol of the era. Also 
sentenced was Sam Bowers, the state Klan chief, who 
served six years and then was released. Bowers was the 
mastermind behind most of the killing and arsons, but 
he did not receive real justice until 1998, when he was 
finally sentenced to life in prison for the 1966 murder of 
Vernon Dahmer. Leader of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). 

A mirror case was the killing of Medgar Evers, the 
NAACP Mississippi state leader, in 1963, when Byron de la 
Beckwith shot him to death. Beckwith was a Mississippi 
Klansman protected by the Sovereignty Commission. 
The rifle used in this shooting was found with Beckwith’s 
partial finger print on the scope. But two trials during 
1964 ended with undecided juries. In the second trial, 
commission documents later showed that it had 
investigated the views of potential jurors and given the 
results to defence attorneys but not to prosecutors. 
After this revelation of government agency jury 
tampering, prosecutors retried Beckwith in 1991, this time 
winning a conviction and life sentence. He died in prison. 

A third instance of justice too long delayed was the 1963 
daylight bombing of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church 
in Birmingham, Alabama, when four young black girls, 
Denise McNair, Cynthia Wesley, Carole Robertson and 
Addie Mae Collins, were killed. In that case, FBI Director 
J. Edgar Hoover withheld evidence and blocked the 
original investigation. Finally, in 1977, Robert Chambliss, 
also known as “Dynamite Bob”, was convicted of one 
court of murder. Then, almost four decades after the 
murders, Thomas Blanton and Bobby Frank Cherry were 
convicted in 2001 and 2002, respectively. 

Now Killen will finally be tried in a state court for 
murder. He denies any connection to the murders and 
claims he was never a Klansman. But testimony at the 
previous federal civil rights trial demonstrated that 
Killen was in fact the “Kleagle” or recruiter for the Klan 
in that part of the state. According to a witness, Killen 
was still building a Klavern in Neshoba County at the 
time Bowers was running his White Knights top down as 
if it were a guerrilla army. Only Bowers was empowered 
to have the final say on prospective assassinations. 
And a new witness in the forthcoming murder trial will 
testify that he was present at a meeting between Killen 


Many people have fought over the decades for some small 
measure of justice in these civil rights era murders. Vernon 
Dahmer’s family helped convince a State Attorney-General to 
acknowledge the terror of those years. Medgar Evers’s widow 
Myrlie applied pressure whenever the opportunity arose. 
Ben Chaney has kept brother James’s flame alive, and tended 
his gravestone which is periodically defaced by racists. Andrew 
Goodman’s mother Carolyn and Michael Schwerner’s widow Rita 
have continually spoken out on the need for justice then and now. 

And nursing all these cases along has been a reporter for 
the Jackson Clarion-Ledger , Jerry Mitchell. It was Mitchell’s 
investigative genius that pried open the case against Byron de 
la Beckwith, finding in the Sovereignty Commission files the 
piece on jury tampering. And it was Mitchell’s reporting skills 
that turned up the evidence from Sam Bowers’s own mouth 
that finally moved the state to open its own murder 
investigation. Mitchell is an unassuming, anomalous character 
in this drama. A white Southerner, he was only four years old 
when these murders occurred, but his brave reporting has 
changed the verdict on the past. 
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Nazis acquitted of 
preparing terrorist crime 

From Pat Hennings Jr. for Expo and 
Antifa-Net in Stockholm 

AN UNPRECEDENTED TERRORISM case in 
Vastmanland ended with the acquittal of four nazis 
in February. 

The three men and one woman, who had belonged to 
a nazi cell, had been charged with “preparation of 
terrorist crime” under legislation introduced in July 
2003. Two of the nazis were former members of the 
Dan Dalen hardcore National Socialist Front (NSF) but left 

(left) and because they wanted to start the revolution as soon 

another of as possible. 

the nazis A key piece of evidence was a document they had 

accused of drawn up titled “Revolution in the welfare state”, 

penning a which set out plans to launch attacks on Parliament, 
blueprint for the Cabinet Office and various ministries. The cell’s 
terror activities were to start with the smashing of windows 

of schools, the premises of the RFSL, Sweden’s 
national gay organisation, and municipal buildings. 
The nazis hoped to generate sympathy for their 
twisted cause by causing economic damage leading to 
cutbacks in other sectors, such as care for the aged. 

The next stage, it appears, would include the murder 
of their enemies and finally the nazis intended to 
declare open war with the rest of society. But little 
more than a month after the nazis hatched their 
violent plot, the police arrested them. 

The prosecution indictment centred on the gang’s 
preparation of terrorist crime and criminal damage but 
the district court rejected the terrorism charges. 
Nevertheless, the four were convicted for breaking 
windows at schools and other public buildings in 


Vasteras last summer, causing damage estimated 
at £100,000. The three men, who included Dan Dalen, 
the former NSF leader in Vasteras, were given 
custodial sentences of 15 months to two years. 
The woman was sentenced to probation and 180 
hours’ community service. 

The court threw out the “preparation of terrorist 
crime” charge because the prosecution failed to prove 
that the defendants had intended to carry out their 
plans, even if all four fully supported the concepts 
outlined in the document. 

The verdict was a blow to the prosecutor, Thomas 
Haggstrom, who regarded the document itself as 
evidence of preparation for terrorism. 
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Berlusconi woos 
fascists in bid to 
retain power 

Alfio Bernabei 


PRIME MINISTER Silvio Berlusconi is seeking to make 
alliances with fascists for next month’s regional 
elections. He is an expert at this. 

In 1994 he joined forces with the leader of the 
blackshirts Gianfranco Fini, now Foreign Minister. At the 
last general election in 2001 his party, Forza Italia, made 
electoral pacts with the nazi-fascist Pino Rauti. 

He has now turned to Alessandra Mussolini, the 
Duce’s granddaughter, and is trying to persuade her to 
accept an electoral pact that would help strengthen the 
governing Casa delle Liberta (CdL) or House of 
Freedom coalition in the forthcoming regional 
elections. Next month 40 million voters in 14 of Italy’s 
20 regions will go to the polls in what is seen as the 
major test before the general election in 2006. 

Alessandra Mussolini used to be an MP for Fini’s 
National Alliance party but broke away accusing Fini of 
going soft on fascism in order to prop himself up as a 
potential future Prime Minister. Founding her own 
movement called Liberta d’Azione, she joined fascists 
such as Roberto Fiore, leader of Forza Nuova, and 
Adriano Tilgher, leader of Fronte Sociale Nazionale, to 
set up the Alternativa Sociale party. The party fared 
badly at the European elections last year, polling only 
1,2% nationally. Mussolini however did well in the Lazio 
region around Rome and won a seat as an MEP. 

Last month she boasted that her efforts in promoting 
fascism were being acknowledged from the very top 
and claimed that Berlusconi wanted her by his side at 
next month’s elections. “I had to say no to Berlusconi,” 
she declared. “I am glad he acknowledged Alternativa 
Sociale’s growing importance in Italian politics but I 
won’t go back on my decision.” She harped on about the 
key role she played in the past in paving the way to 
Berlusconi’s rise to power by swinging the vote towards 
fascism in the Campania region in southern Italy at a 
time when she was an MP in the capital, Naples. “It was 
I who enabled the MSI to get as much as 32% of the 
votes in Naples,” she claimed. The MSI (Movimento 
Sociale Italiano) was founded after the Second World 
War by former Mussolini blackshirts Fini later became 
the party secretary. 

But what is it that Berlusconi wanted from 
Mussolini’s granddaughter to which she could only 
answer “no”? 

Campania is one of the regions that will go to the 
polls next month. Berlusconi must have calculated that 


if Mussolini, who in the past proved so successful in 
using the dictator’s name to bring votes to the right 
in and around Naples, could be persuaded to run as a 
CdL candidate she would perform sufficiently well to 
deprive the left of victory. The fact that she would also 
drag along her nazi-fascist sympathisers certainly did 
not bother him. 

Not only did Mussolini decline Berlusconi’s offer, 
but to make things worse for the CdL she decided to 
set herself up as a candidate for Alternativa Sociale in 
the Lazio region of which Rome is the capital. Here the 
dominant CdL figure, so dear to Berlusconi and 
the fascists, is Francesco Storace, who as a young man 
joined Mussolini’s army under Hitler's orders. He is now 
a member of the National Alliance party as well as 
president of the region. Berlusconi fears Mussolini’s 
decision to stand in Lazio because it threatens to split 
the right-wing vote between herself and Storace, thus 
benefiting the left-wing candidate. 

Well aware of the calculations behind Berlusconi’s 
outstretched hands towards her in his attempt to 
persuade her to abandon her challenge in Lazio and 
engage in Campania instead, Mussolini joked: “I said 
no to one “knight” (Berlusconi, whom she greatly 
admires) because I am already in the company of 
“two knights”. She was referring to Tilgher and Fiore. 
Fiore has been selected as the Alternativa Sociale 
candidate for the region of Puglia in southern Italy at 
next month’s elections. 

In fact Mussolini has three “knights” under her 
wings. Another fascist party, Movimento Sociale 
Fiamma Tricolore (MSFT), has joined Alternativa 
Sociale. The leader of MSFT is Luca Romagnoli, who 
won enough votes at last year’s European elections to 
become an MEP. This means that all the fascists have 
coalesced under the Alternativa Sociale umbrella 
except for the tiny splinter group lead by Rauti, the 
veteran nazi-fascist who was investigated over terrorist 
attacks in 1969 and 1974 which killed a number of 
innocent people in Milan and Brescia, northern Italy. 
This did not prevent Forza Italia from making an 
electoral pact with him at the last general election in 
2001 in order to secure victory for the right in parts of 
Sicily. Rauti is hoping to establish a similar agreement 
with Berlusconi for next month’s elections. 

Fascists in the meantime have been out on the 
streets of Rome painting swastikas and Celtic crosses 
on walls. The Mayor, Walter Veltroni, ordered a clean¬ 
up. More swastikas appeared and he received death 
threats. Speaking on behalf of the lewish community 
in Rome Riccardo Pacifici said, “Once again Rome has 
seen antisemitic graffiti along its streets. We are 
grateful to the Mayor who over the last few years has 
worked hard to stress the importance of combating 
racism and fascism and has acted to wipe out the nazi 
graffiti.” At the same time however the lewish 
community criticised a statement made by the former 
National Alliance MP Domenico Gramazio, now in 
charge of the Lazio Health Authority, who said, 
“Italian fascism has had nothing to do whatsoever 
with the mass extermination of Jews”. Gramazio was 
quickly reminded that thousands of Jews were 
deported from Italy and sent either to Germany or 
to San Sabba near Venice, the only Italian camp with 
a gas chamber. 

More criticism fell on Berlusconi himself who on the 
occasion of the 60th anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz condemned “nazism and communism” but 
failed to mention “fascism”. 
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Right-wing MPs resurrect 
hoary antisemitic charges 


From Mara Vladimirova for Antifa-Net in Moscow 


Alexander 
Kroutov, 
main author 
of the 
anti-Jewish 
petition 


NINETEEN RUSSIAN MPs have urged the country’s 
Attorney-General to ban all lewish organisations on the 
grounds that they are extremist, hostile to the Russian 
population and implicated in ritual child murder. 
Their virulently antisemitic document, titled Jewish 
Good Fortune , Russian Tears , was later withdrawn. 

The tirade, worthy of the infamous Protocols of the 
Learned Elders of Zion, was signed by MPs from 
the right-wing Rodina (Motherland) bloc, the ultra-right 
buffoon Vladimir Zhirinovsky’s Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDPR) and the Communist Party. Its antisemitism is a 
throwback to the kind that led to pogroms at the end of 
the nineteenth and start of the twentieth centuries. 

The declaration, which aroused international anger, 
tries to entangle ancient lewish religious texts with 
contemporary issues, but only succeeds in 
demonstrating its authors’ ignorance. It whines that 
“the whole democratic world is today under the 
financial and political control of international Jewry” 
and says it does not want Russia to be an “unfree” 
country. Jews, its authors claim, are “anti-Christian”, and 
responsible for “the illegal appropriation of state 
property” and infiltrating the government after the 
collapse of the Soviet Union. 

The declaration’s organisers claim to have 500 
signatures but the website of the far-right newspaper 
Rus Pravoslavnaia (Orthodox Russia), which initiated 
the statement, was able to produce only nine names, all 
of them well-known nationalists and antisemites. 

Its publication coincided with the sixtieth 
anniversary of the liberation of the Auschwitz- 
Birkenau death camp by Red Army troops and a 
commemoration at the camp at which President 
Vladimir Putin was to speak. To maximise its effect, the 
authors faxed the text to Associated Press, which 
distributed the story worldwide. 

Russia’s Attorney General did not bother to react, 
justifying his complacency with the statement’s 
withdrawal, but the RIA Novosti news agency in a 
caustic dispatch on 26 January accused the “new Black 
Hundreds” (tsarist gangs who launched violent pogroms 
against Jews) of a plot whose “main victim is not the 
Jews but President Putin”. Other analysts claimed that 


the antisemites merely wanted to defend one of their 
number who is currently on trial. 

The statement caused fear in the Jewish community 
and there was talk about the possibility of pogroms, 
especially as its publication came less than a week after 
skinheads in Moscow carried out a vicious attack on 
Rabbi Alexander Lakshin and other Jews, including 
children. 

Russia’s Chief Rabbi, Berl Lazar, commenting on the 
possible motives behind the letter, said: “The first 
possibility is that the gentlemen who signed this 
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document are not quite sane. If that is the case, then I 
pity them, but cannot help them. I am not a psychiatrist. 
The second possibility is worse. These gentlemen are 
perfectly sane, but are infinitely cynical. They know 
perfectly well that their accusations are lies ... But they 
knowingly commit the forgery, hoping that by playing 
the antisemitic card they can win more votes.” 
The Jewish organisations mentioned in the statement 
have begun legal action against the authors. 

The other burning issue in Russia is social reform. 
The government has decided to charge for public 
services, such as transport and health, that were 
previously free for pensioners and armed services 
personnel. A small increase in pensions was supposed 
to compensate for the charges but pensioners 
protested, sensing that they had been cheated. 
The authorities responded by accusing the protesters 
of being manipulated by communists and the extreme 
right. The National Bolsheviks (NBP) might well have 
enjoyed posing in front of the cameras but their 
participation in the protests was more myth and 
folklore than reality. 

The Rodina bloc and the LDPR, which backed the 
so-called reforms, have tried to surf on the rising wave 
of discontent and demanded the sacking of the 
government but not, of course, the president. At the 
beginning of January some Rodina MPs began a hunger 
strike in their group’s offices in support of their demands 
for the heads of liberal government ministers. 
The hunger strike, which was broken off at the 
beginning of February, marked a change in the policy of 
Rodina, which has started to oppose the government. 

Rodina’s transformation has obviously irritated the 
Kremlin, which is now busy creating yet another, 
hopefully compliant, faction charged with demonising 
Rodina. On 1 February Novaya Gazeta announced 
that a pact had been signed between the Patriots of 
Russia, a left-wing coalition led by Gennady Simigin, 
and Gennady Gudkov’s People’s Party of Russia. 
This alliance had already, according to Simigin, 
expanded to included Sergei Baburin’s Narodnaya Volya 
(People’s Will), even though this outfit is closer to 
Rodina. It appears that relations between Baburin’s 
party and Rodina are so bad that Baburin is getting 
ready to jump the Rodina ship. 

Meanwhile, an Interior Ministry report published 
in mid December claimed that the number of 
crimes against foreigners was only 8,500 while crimes 
committed by foreigners stood at 41,000 and rising. 
Research by the Sova Centre, which was created in 
October 2002 by the Moscow Helsinki Group and the 
independent Panorama research centre, contradicts 
the Interior Ministry report. The Sova Centre 
registered at least 200 deaths of victims of nationalism 
in 2004, of which 44 were the result of ethnically 
motivated crimes. 

According to a spokeswoman for the Sova Centre, “the 
number of victims of crimes committed out of ethnic 
strife increased sharply last year”. At least 10 people were 
killed in 2002 and at least 15 in 2003, compared with the 
44 in 2004. The number of cases brought against 
skinheads is also increasing. 

Despite the Sova Centre’s findings, the Interior 
Ministry insists that “crimes of national hatred are of 
an isolated character” and that “the Interior Ministry 
responds swiftly to them”. Yet the ministry’s own 
figures show 283 crimes against foreign students, of 
which 33% were in St Petersburg, 25% in Moscow and 
10% in Voronezh. 


DENMARK 

Populists with 
strange friends 

From a special correspondent in 
Holstebro and Monitor in Oslo 

THE HARDCORE ANTI-IMMIGRANT Danish People’s Party 
suffered embarrassment when a newspaper revealed 
that a collection of quotations used in an anti-lslamic 
election advertisement were copied from a Norwegian 
extremist website. 

According to Politiken, the material is highly 
inaccurate. One person is quoted saying something 30 
years after he died. 

The quotations originated from the Norwegian Forum 
Against Islamisation (FOMI). Its leader, Jarle Synnevag, 
was forced to leave his job in the Norwegian army 
three years ago after it was revealed that he had 
posted more than 2,000 vicious anti-lslamic messages 
on the internet. 

Synnevcig has said, “You cannot trust Muslims until 
they are six feet under” and “Just to be a Muslim is one 
of the worst crimes against humanity a person can be 
guilty of”. He also believes it is a pity that church-burning 
Norwegian satanists did not set fire to churches that 
gave sanctuary to asylum seekers. “Then”, he says, 

“we could have said that one evil smoked out the other 
- literally speaking”. Synnevag was later fined £1,000 
for inciting racial hatred. 

Another FOMI spokesman and board member doubles 
as the deputy leader of the Oslo branch of the extremist 
anti-immigrant Democrats. Christen Krogvik is also the 
co-publisher of an extremist rag called Nation and 
Culture , whose driving force is Tord Foorabally Morsund, 
a long-time fascist activist in Norway. 

Commenting on the Politiken article, the FOMI 
website says that Politiken’s journalists are “halal 
hippies”, “infected by the anti-racist plague”, while those 
who allow the “import of the perverted death cult” 

(Muslim immigration) are described as “politically correct 
sharia rats”. 

It seems that the DPP has now ended up with the 
friends it deserves, and has found the intellectual level 
appropriate to its politics. 
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Nazis beaten back in Kiel 

From Axel Hoffmann for Enough is Enough and Antifa-Net in Kiel 


jjiapP 


o 


RIOT POLICE TURNED water cannon on anti-fascist 
demonstrators who stopped a nazi demonstration in its 
tracks in Kiel at the end of January. 

The demonstrators were opposing a rally by Nazis 
from the militant Freie Kameradschaften and the 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands (NPD), 
who were protesting at social welfare cuts and 
demanding an end to the multicultural society. 

At the last moment the NPD backed out of officially 
supporting the march because, it said, there was a 
danger of “riot-type clashes”. Thomas Wulff, leader of 
the Freie Kameradschaften, led the march, but 
numerous NPD officials, including the regional election 
candidates Peter von der Born and Jens Liitke, and 
activists carrying NPD placards took part. 

The nazis had told the authorities that 500 to 1,000 
people would attend their rally and march but numbers 
never exceeded 350. From the outset, they were 
besieged by thousands of anti-fascists, determined that 
Kiel would maintain its proud tradition of denying 
fascism a playground. 

The anti-fascist blockade delayed the start of the 
fascist event by two and a half hours. When it finally took 
off it only met new waves of counter-demonstrators 
held back by 3,000 police drawn from all over Germany. 

The final humiliation for the nazis came at a 
crossroads blocked by at least 500 anti-fascists who were 
attacked by the police water cannon after building a 
makeshift barricade. The police failed to move the anti¬ 
fascists. Because other streets on the fascists’ route were 
blocked by around 4,000 people, the police told the nazis 
to call off their march and escorted them to the railway 
station. Four nazis were charged with possession of 
offensive weapons. 

During the clashes, which police spokesman Hans- 
Joachim Schmidt described as “massive and hard”, 
firecrackers, stones and bottles were thrown at the 
police, who made 70 arrests. Schmidt refused to confirm 
that officers had used batons. 

Earlier in the day, two anti-fascist demonstrations had 
taken place in the city centre. The first, with 1,000 
participants, was organised by the mainstream parties 
represented in the Schleswig-Holstein regional 
parliament and the DGB trade union federation 
under the slogan “Against violence - Against 
fascism”. 

Many of those who took part in this 
march joined the second, much bigger 
demonstration, organised by the Kiel 
Round Table Against Racism and 



Fascism, a broad-based alliance built through years of 
hard work and dedication by local anti-fascists. 

The organisers had expected around 3,000 people but 
more than 8,000 finally massed behind the Round 
Table’s banners. They included many school students, 
members of the metalworkers union IG Metall and the 
public sector union Ver.di, which support the Round 
Table, and many immigrants. 

At a rally after the march, the anti-fascists heard a 
moving and inspiring speech by Peter Gingold, a former 
Resistance fighter and Holocaust survivor, who 
demanded that the NPD be outlawed and warned 
that the nazis could build a mass base by manipulating 
popular anger at Germany’s current social and 
economic crisis with racism and demagogy. 
The thousands of anti-fascists present maintained a 
dignified silence to show their respect for Gingold’s 
courageous life. 

The Kiel events took place against the backdrop of 
potential moves to renew the attempt to ban the NPD, 
Germany’s main nazi organisation. New demands for a 
ban have followed the significant gains the party made 
in last autumn’s regional elections in Saxony where it 
has as many seats as Chancellor Gerhard Schroder’s 
Social Democrats. 

Since the election, the NPD has caused the German 
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government considerable embarrassment abroad, most 
recently when its members walked out of a minute’s 
silence in the Saxon state parliament for the victims of 
the Holocaust. The nazis claimed the silence should 
have been observed for the Germans killed in the British 
bombing of Dresden inl945, which they labelled a 
“bombing holocaust”. 

Next year, the NPD will contest the elections to the 
federal parliament on a joint slate with multimillionaire 
Gerhard Frey’s Deutsche Volksunion, which has regional 
MPs in Brandenburg and Bremen. 

The NPD has little chance of exceeding the 5% 
needed to win seats in the Schleswig-Holstein regional 
elections on 20 February, but could secure enough 
votes to maintain its growth and get its hands on yet 
more public cash. 



Police use 
water cannon 
and riot 
shields 
against anti¬ 
fascists, but 
the nazis 
were stopped 











Progress Party populists 
try to gag anti-racists 




By Tor Bach for Monitor 
and Antifa-Net in Oslo 

THE ANTI-IMMIGRANT PROGRESS PARTY (FrP) is 
trying to silence one of its most outspoken critics, 
the Oslo Anti-racist Centre (ARC). 

Per Sandberg, an FrP MP, has demanded that the 
state withdraw its financial support for the centre. 
The reason for his demand is that it dared to 
mention the populist FrP in a report on the extreme 
right in Norway. While the report states that the FrP 
is not a right-wing extremist party, it does suggest 
that right-wing extremists vote for it because of its 
immigration policy. 

The FrP’s campaign appears to be part of a plan 
to eradicate all opposition to its inhumane 
immigration policy while ensuring that its political 
friends are rewarded with state funding. 

For example, a strange organisation called 
Human Rights Services (HRS) has been granted 
£200,000 from this year’s state budget after FrP 
intervention. According to an HRS spokesperson, 
Western culture is superior, while Pakistan should 
change its name to Na-Pakistan (land of the 
unclean). 

The HRS has published material written by 
members of the shadowy Danish Giardano Bruno 
Society, a secret group of anti-immigration 
activists. In January, the HRS published an article 
that claims increasing Islamophobia in Europe is 
“a myth”. 

The FrP is unlikely to succeed in silencing one of 
its most consistent critics, but its attempt 
indicates how the FrP itself is more than willing to 
use state funding to suppress freedom of speech. 

State funding is not available for outright nazis 
and they are having a hard time for their attempts 
to finance themselves illegally. In Oslo, the two well 
known nazi thugs Daniel de Linde and Terje Sjolie 
each received four years in prison after the 
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abortive robbery of an Oslo bank in 2003. This is 
especially bad news for Sjolie, coming after his 
sentence of two years and seven months for 
another failed robbery in 2000 and three years for 
the attempted murder of his nazi rival Eirik Ragnar 
Solheim in 1998. Sjolie failed to kill his most hated 
rival nor has he been able to spend any of his ill- 
gotten gains. 

De Linde, Sjolie’s brother-in-law and partner 
in crime and Hitler worship, is hardly luckier. 
He previously served one year and two months for 
a variety of violent crimes and is awaiting a further 
sentence for a robbery of an armoured van in the 
centre of Oslo last August. He was caught red- 
handed with a huge bag of money and a weapon and 
has pleaded guilty. With his record it is unlikely that 
he will be able to talk the judges into giving him a 
lenient sentence. 

Some parts of the tiny Norwegian nazi scene 
have managed to stay outside prison and are thus 
isolated from their comrades-in-arms-and-booze. 
Some of them are seeking refuge in the pitiful 
attempt to build a parliamentary fascist alternative 
known as the National Alliance (NA). 

After receiving only 0.1% of the vote in the 2001 
general election, the NA has wandered into the 


valley of the shadow of political death. The last 
attempt to resuscitate it was a takeover staged by 
Terje Nordlien and his brown-shirted pals in the 
Norwegian National Socialist Movement (NNSB). 
After Searchlight’s sister organisation Monitor 
exposed the background of the jackboot-stamping 
new party leaders, their names were removed from 
the NA’s website. 

The NA has now started a campaign to collect the 
5,000 signatures needed to get onto this year’s 
general election ballot paper. It is not known 
whether the NA’s leaders will go from door to door 
to obtain the signatures, dressed in their full party 
fancy dress. But it is unlikely that the Norwegian 
people, who suffered five years of brownshirts in 
jackboots, will receive this latest generation of the 
politically depraved with much enthusiasm. 

Nor are they likely to approve of the NNSB urging 
people to send dollar bills illicitly concealed in 
envelopes to convicted American nazi terrorists 
such as David Lane and Matthew Hale. 

According to the NA website, the party has so 
far managed to distribute a magnificent 1,100 
leaflets in its effort to collect the 5,000 signatures, 
an indication of the acute cadre crisis the party 
is suffering. 



Dark shadows from the past 

New research casts light on Norway’s forgotten war history 

From Lise Afelblum for Monitor and Antifa-Net in Oslo 


DID NORWEGIAN SS volunteers commit mass murder 
during the invasion of the Soviet Union? A growing 
amount of newly discovered information seems to 
suggest that they did. 

Probably one of the biggest scandals of the 
postwar treason settlement in Norway was that no 
one ever investigated what Norwegian SS 
volunteers actually did on the Eastern Front. 
Instead of their activities being properly examined, 
they were simply imprisoned for around four years 
for treason. 

After the war, written accounts of the history of the 
Norwegian SS volunteers were mainly left to them or 
their apologists. The SS men have therefore been 
depicted as misled young men who thought they 
were fighting Bolshevism, who did nothing wrong and 
who received unjust and harsh sentences. 

In a newly published biography of the pan- 
Germanic, Odinist, gay nazi idol and SS volunteer Per 
Imerslund, titled The Aryan Idol , two historians of 
religion, Terje Emberland and Bernt Roughtvedt, have 
produced new evidence that suggests that 
Norwegians, especially those in the SS Wiking 
Division, did indeed take part in atrocities. 

As the Wiking Division rolled eastwards its 
commander, Felix Steiner, issued a nine-page 
document entitled “Combat against enemy 
insidiousness and evil”. It warned against enemies 
who only pretended to surrender or acted as if they 
were wounded. In such cases, Steiner recommended 
shooting wounded enemies on the spot. 

That Steiner’s orders seem to have been followed 


is supported by testimonies given by SS volunteers. 

For example, SS Gefreiter Arne Borgir wrote in a 
letter home about how he walked over a battlefield 
covered with apparently dead Russians and “pricked 
them in the butt” with his bayonet. According to 
Borgir they jumped up “one by one”. He does not 
mention what happened to those who played dead, 
but another SS volunteer described how Steiner 
himself went along a row of prisoners of war, picking 
out those who looked most “un-Aryan” and ordered 
them to be shot. 

Other documents and eyewitness accounts tell of 
how Wiking troops shot refugees and prisoners of 
war on a road near Lvov and how several hundred SS Gefreiter 
Jews were slaughtered in a village between Arne Borgir 
Tarnopol and Lvov. 

Norwegian war historians 
are now starting new 
research in order to 
determine what actually 
went on among Norwegian 
SS volunteers and what war 
crimes they may have 
committed. The hope is 
that the Norwegian 
authorities will grant the 
money needed for this 
work. Searchlight and 
Monitor will return in a later 
issue with an in-depth 
article on the history of the 
Norwegian SS men. 
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Former LPF minister announces new party 

From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 



Philip 

Dewinter, VB 
leader, (left) 
enjoys a drink 
with Hilbrand 
Nawijn, who 
wants his 
own party to 
lead 



A FORMER List Pim Fortuyn MP spoke at the right-wing 
extremist Vlaams Belang’s New Year reception in 
Antwerp, Belgium, at the end of January. The populist 
speech by Hilbrand Nawijn, who was minister for 
refugee policy when the LPF became part of the 
coalition government in 2002, contained strident calls to 
close the borders to asylum-seekers, demands for the 
dismantling of minority policies and rejection of Turkish 
entry to the European Union. 

Nawijn also raged against the proposed European 
constitution and urged that criminals of foreign origin 
be stripped of their Dutch citizenship and removed from 
The Netherlands. The Dutch, he claimed, must win back 
their identity (or “leading culture” as Philip Dewinter, 
leader of the VB, likes to call it) by dumping the 
government’s “our own people last” policy. This is 
Nawijn’s way of saying - being less gifted in rhetoric than 
Dewinter - “Dutch people First”. 

When he branded the Belgian democratic parties’ 
cordon sanitaire against the VB “an attack on the 
Belgian state”, Nawijn was loudly cheered by the 500 
extremists present. 

In a further sign of the rapidly shifting sands of Dutch 
politics, some members of the right-wing populist 
Leefbaar Rotterdam (LR), the late Pim Fortuyn’s other 
successful party, also made the pilgrimage to the VB 
event. A few months ago, mere contact with the VB’s 
forerunner, the Vlaams Blok, was reason enough for LR 
to expel its resident far-rightist, Michiel Smit, who went 
on to form his own outfit, NieuwRechts. 

The inheritors of Fortuyn’s political mantle nowadays 
have to travel to Belgium to get some cheer. They have 
lost all faith in the LPF and LR after heavy bouts of 
infighting, scandals and splits. 

Nawijn, who is no longer a member of the LPF and 
does not belong to the LPF fraction in parliament, was 
given a warm welcome by Dewinter. Almost lost for 


words, the VB leader emphasised that “the Dutch are 
finally part of Europe” and the right-wing parties in 
Europe should join forces. He applauded the separate 
efforts of the maverick Dutch politician Geert Wilders 
and of Nawijn to form new right-wing parties. 

But Dewinter and Nawijn did not agree on everything. 
Where the VB wants migrants to assimilate, Nawijn 
would settle for integration. Nawijn would only ban the 
wearing of Muslim headscarves in public while 
Dewinter wants a complete ban. 

Although the VB cannot give financial and logistic 
support to the LR, Dewinter is willing to give his new 
political friend all the advice he can. 

Nawijn later announced at a press conference 
the formation of the List Hilbrand Nawijn and that it 
would stand in next year’s council elections in his 
hometown of Zoetermeer, near The Hague. If his new 
political formula works, he will go national with a 
new party for the 2007 parliamentary elections. He also 
said that he would invite Dewinter to make a reciprocal 
visit to The Netherlands, probably to Zoetermeer. 

The VB took the opportunity offered by huge Dutch 
media attention to propose a political cease-fire with 
Wilders, but Wilders ungraciously replied that he was 
“busy with a fight in The Netherlands” and did not need 
the Vlaams Belang. Busy he certainly is. He repeated his 
demands for the expulsion of criminal migrants, even if 
born in The Netherlands, after a Dutch Moroccan 
youngster was killed when a car from which he had 
stolen a purse drove over him. The incident touched a 
raw nerve about the issues that surfaced after the killing 
of film maker Theo Van Gogh in November 2004: 
integration, criminality and the “us and them” society. 

Wilders jumped on the bandwagon and repeated 
some of his extremist ideas which, if implemented, 
would wreck a tolerant society. For example he wants to 
detain radical Islamists in certain cases without 
reference to a judge. Other demands include temporary 
suspension of the constitution, a justice policy under 
which three successive convictions will lead to a life 
sentence and measures against supposed “street terror” 
of Dutch-Moroccan criminals on the same level as 
against “state-terrorism”. 

These policies go beyond even those of the big hitters 
of the European far right such as Jean-Marie Le Pen, Jorg 
Haider and Dewinter. Some academics have joined 
forces to call for an investigation by the public 
prosecutor of some of these proposals. 

In the face of Wilders’s immoral, undemocratic, 
dangerous and even traditionally fascist ideas of the all- 
powerful state, the silence of his supposed opponents 
and almost everyone else in the political landscape is 
disturbing. Many, it appears, are afraid of losing votes or 
being described as “weak” but nobody should have 
illusions about the impact of his dangerous ideas. 
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Vlaams Belang MEP met SS General Degrelle 

From Wim Haelsterman for AFF-VerzeVCAF-Resistances in Brussels 


THIRTEEN-YEAR-OLD photographs that surfaced recently 
prove once again what kind of “politicians” the extreme 
right-wing Vlaams Belang (VB) really hosts. 

The pictures show a VB MEP meeting the former Belgian 
fascist leader and SS general Leon Degrelle. They made 
their way into the Belgian media thanks to RTBF, the public 
radio and television network for the French-speaking 
community, and the Flemish anti-fascist website 
www.Blokwatch.be. 

The MEP is Koen Dillen, son of Karel Dillen who founded 
the VB, then called the Vlaams Blok, in the late 1970s. 
Koen Dillen, who is also an Antwerp city councillor, met 
Degrelle in July 1992 in the Spanish resort of Malaga, where 
the convicted Nazi lived in exile until his death in 1994. 

Degrelle was the public face of Nazi collaboration in 
Belgium during the Second World War. Like many other Nazi 
criminals, he was granted Spanish nationality by the Franco 
dictatorship to enable him to escape a death sentence in 
Belgium for his political and military collaboration. 

Degrelle lived unpunished and undisturbed in Spain 
where he established a construction firm under his new 
name, Leon-Jose de Ramirez Reina, and pursued a 
successful business career. 

Degrelle founded the fascist Rex movement in the 
1930s, initially as part of the Catholic Party until the party’s 
leaders got thoroughly fed up with his raucous demagogy 
and expelled him as “a threat to the country and the 
church”. After that, Rex quickly became a party in its own 
right and achieved success for a couple of years largely 
because of its leader’s charismatic and aggressive oratory. 
Its popularity declined in 1939 and it lost most of its seats 
in the Belgian parliament, leaving it and Degrelle doomed 
to obscurity. 

They were rescued by the Second World War. The Nazis 
offered Degrelle the chance to collaborate with them as a 
way out of political marginality and a one-way ticket to glory. 
Keen to oblige, Degrelle pushed the Rexist remnants, who 
needed little pushing, into unconditional collaboration with 
Hitler. The Rexists quickly received official recognition from 
Belgium’s Nazi occupiers, and repaid them by hunting down 
and arresting Belgian Jews. 

Degrelle, always the most diligent pupil in Hitler’s class, 
also organised the military collaboration in French-speaking 
Belgium and personally led the 10,000-strong Belgian 
Waffen SS regiment Wallonia (Les Bourguignons) on the 
Eastern front. Many Wallonia volunteers never returned 
from Russia. 

Degrelle adored Hitler and the feeling was mutual. “If I 
had a son I would wish him to be like Leon Degrelle”, Hitler 
said. After the liberation Degrelle, who believed that “the 


Holocaust is a Jewish lie and nothing but a Hollywood 
spectacle”, fled from justice, disappeared and resurfaced in 
Spain in the early 1950s where he held court to Nazis from 
all over the world. 

Confronted with the pictures, Dillen said he did not 
understand the problem and claimed he visited Degrelle 
“only to interview him and to obtain information for 
scientific research”. 

At the end of his visit, Dillen received a souvenir of his 
encounter in the form of a photograph of Degrelle and Hitler 
shaking hands in 1944, when Degrelle received his Knight’s 
Cross for his role on the Eastern front. 

The VB leadership says only that the justified hue and cry 
about this scandal represents nothing and has been trying 
to play down the revelations. 









The photo 
Leon Degrelle 
presented to 
Koen Dillen, 
inscribed: 

“To my good 
Flemish friend 
Koen Dillen, 
with sympathy 
11 July 1992” 

Below Degrelle 
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How the Socialists integrated Nazis 

From Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 




THE WEBSITE OF the Austrian Social Democratic Party 
(SPO) recently featured a declaration made on 6 April 2000 
by Alfred Gusenbauer, the party chairman, announcing a 
project titled “Clarity about the past - a foundation for the 
future”. This enterprise is aimed at coming to terms with 
the Nazi inheritance of Austria’s Second Republic and the 
integration of Nazis into the SPO because, says 
the declaration, “we are interested in clearing up all past 
mistakes completely”. 

From 1949 both Austria’s major parties, the conservative 
Austrian People’s Party (OVP) and the SPO, opted for a 
strategy of integrating former Nazis into their own ranks and 
into society in general. Antisemitic messages from OVP and 
SPO politicians at the time did not have negative 
consequences, rather they were seen as beckoning gestures 
and a substantial concession towards former Nazis. 

When the SPO Chancellor Bruno Kreisky formed a minority 
government with the support of the then quasi-liberal 
Austrian Freedom Party (FPO) in 1970, he appointed four 
former NSDAP members to ministerial posts. This was a clear 
signal to the FPO that the SPO, desperate to gain power, 
would do business with former Nazis in a pragmatic way. 

Five years later Simon Wiesenthal, head of the Jewish 
Documentation Centre in Vienna, disclosed that Friedrich 
Peter, the leader of the FPO, had been a member of the First 
SS Brigade, a unit responsible for the murder of thousands 
of civilians in the Soviet Union. A battered Kreisky, and 
almost all other prominent social democrats, then 
unleashed a defamatory campaign against Wiesenthal. Not 
surprisingly, the case attracted international attention and 
severe criticism of Kreisky’s behaviour. 

In May 2000, Searchlight reported the case of Heinrich 
Gross, an 84-year-old former Nazi doctor, charged at the 
time with murdering nine children in a “special institute” in 
Vienna in 1944. Gross joined the SPO after the war and 
continued his career. 

His case prompted the BSA, an association of social 
democratic academics of which Gross was a prominent 
member, to appoint two highly respected, historians, 
Wolfgang Neugebauer and Peter Schwarz, to study and 
analyse the BSA’s history and the integration of Nazis into 
the organisation. 

Their highly illuminating report was published in January 
this year. After the liberation in spring 1945, it explained, the 
700,000 Austrian members of the Nazi Party were obliged 
to register as such; the 550,000 who did so were then 
disenfranchised. However, their right to vote was restored for 
the 1949 election. In that election the SPO backed the 
Verband der Unabhangigen (VdU), an independent party for 
the new voters, which Oskar Helmer, the SPO Minister of the 


Interior and a known antisemite, promoted. Although the 
VdU was a kind of forerunner to the FPO, most of the former 
Nazis were absorbed by the OVP and SPO. 

While the OVP could rely on its Catholic intellectuals, the 
SPO had problems filling the jobs to which it was entitled 
under its coalition agreements with the OVP and thus favoured 
a swift integration of Nazis. Those Nazis who were anti-clerical 
of course much preferred to join the SPO than the OVP 

The Neugebauer-Schwarz report on the BSA documents 
the fact that not only ordinary members of the NSDAP were 
integrated but also criminals with blood on their hands. 
Left-wing socialists who protested at this policy were either 
reprimanded or expelled from the SPO while some former 
Nazi members of the BSA were able to advance their 
careers thanks to the SPO, before quitting the party and 
reviving their right-wing extremist activities. 

The two historians also demonstrate how leading social 
democrats intervened on behalf of former Nazis, who again 
included criminals, and especially shed light on apparent 
protection of Nazi lawyers and doctors. This poses a key 
question: why did the SPO not recall party members who 
fled the country after the Anschluss with Hitler’s Germany in 
1938. Several answers have been given. One view is that 
the SPO’s leaders were afraid that returning members 
would strengthen the left in the party and scared of being 
called the Judenpartei (Jewish party). 

Julius Braunthal, a leading social democrat who himself 
was never recalled, wrote in 1948 about the first message 
that the leaders of the reborn SPO sent from liberated 
Vienna, which bluntly stated that the return of Jews to 
Austria would be viewed with a certain apprehension. “Nazi- 
fascism”, said Braunthal, “has penetrated the Austrian 
population more deeply than it might appear on the 
surface. There was hardly a family in Austria without at least 
one of its members associated with the Nazi movement.” 

When Neugebauer and Schwarz finally published their 
results, 60 years after liberation of Austria, some people, 
such as the former SPO Foreign Minister Leopold Gratz, 
unjustly accused the book of being one-sided and left the 
BSA because it had commissioned the research. 

At the end of January, Caspar Einem, the BSA’s chairman, 
gave an interview to the antisemitic and ultra-rightist weekly 
Zur Zeit in which he said: “The return of those [the Jews] 
driven out could have resulted in relatively violent conflicts 
and a deepening of graves that nobody wanted to dig up.” 

The SPO has been out of government for five years now 
and some of its leaders believe they can revert to this old 
tactic of “not deepening” the rift with the extreme right. 
Einem’s interview with the extremist rag Zur Zeit is probably 
a sign of this despicable policy. 
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From the archives 


20 years ago 

March 1985 

Bongo Bongo - 
'Minister must 
go!’ 

Loud calls for the sacking 
of junior Employment Minister 
Alan Clark have followed 
Searchlight's revelations last 
month that he referred to 
Britain’s black people as 
coming from “bongo bongo 
land”. 

The remarks, made to a 
closed meeting of senior civil 
servants, were seized upon by 
Labour front benchers Clare 
Short, Gerald Kaufman and 
John Prescott, who tabled a 
Commons motion declaring that “this attitude makes him unfit for the 
ministerial responsibilities he carries”. Clark is responsible for race relations 
issues in the Department, including the controversial scheme for ethnic 
monitoring of claimants in Unemployment Benefit Offices. 

Even amongst the mainstream press there was a virtual unanimity that 
Clark’s remarks were a serious embarrassment to the government, and 
more than one editorial suggested he should be sacked or moved. 
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10 years ago 

March 1995 

Romanis die in 
racist bombing 

Racist bombers murdered 
four Roma people in a 
booby-trap bomb attack in 
Austria on 4 February. The 
attack, which was the worst 
for many years, occurred near 
Oberwart, 60 miles southeast 
of Vienna, in the Burgenland 
border region with Hungary. 

Joseph Simon, 40, Peter 
Sarkozi, 27, Karl Horvath, 22, 
and Erwin Horvath, 18, died 
when they tried to remove a 
plaque which had been 
placed at an underpass 
leading to a Roma settlement. 

The plaque, in the shape of a gravestone, was inscribed, “Roma people 
back to India” and had been wired up to a high explosive bomb. 
The attempt to remove the plaque triggered a massive blast which killed 
the four men instantly. 

Early reports in the international media had headlines like “Gypsies blow 
themselves up” (The Guardian, 6 February), echoing similar inane 
statements issued by the Austrian police. However, even the most cursory 
examination by experts of the scene of the crime was able to prove that the 
cause of the explosion was a bomb. 



Victor? is ours, 
&katetoer it tabes! 


TERRORISM ON THE TERRACES 
Combat 18 and football violence 




Back Numbers available 

from March 1999 


£2 each post free 


Cheques payable to 
Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, 
Ilford IG5 ONG. 
Tel: 020 7681 8660 
Fax: 020 7681 8650 


































Blackshirts 
not available 




i 



HOPE nOT HATE 




I 

Wear our multicoloured beacon against racism and fascism. 

Shirt just £9.99 with all profits to Searchlight 


\ 


local campaigns against the BIUP 


available from iniww.philosophyfootball.com 


philosophyfootball com 

sporting outfitters of intellectual distinction 
























